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For Zion’s Herald and Wesleyan Journal. 
THE WORK OF GOD IN FRANCE. 
Toulouse, «lugust, 1844. 
lo the American ‘Tract Society. 


Very Dear Broruer:—We have received your 
s500, 


sind letter containing your remittance of 
[any, many thanks for your very generous ussist- 
nee. In our Annual Report you will see that we! 
ublished the last year 118,000 yolumes, including 
averal new works. Many new doors open before 
We have much cause to be thanktul, for evi 
sntly good is doing: the late bull of the pope is 
proot of it. Yet we have muel opposition to 
The etforts of the Jesuits to stop our 


they shame those who are 


ucounter, 


ibors are ineredible : 


» languid in detending a better cause, 
You have probably heard of what is going on in| 
About 40 commanes (townships) are | 
urning trom popery to the gospel. Near Limoges 


From many quarters 


kajutonge. 


la vreat work is going on. 


we fiave demands for assistance. Laborers are 


waiting to second this admirable work, which re- 
minds of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at the 
time the Our Committee have 


voted to send two colporteurs to Saintonge to evan- 


or reformation. 


velize and to sell our books. We have also made | 
vrants to that very interesting country, Tf our} 


mneaus allowed it we should send a greater number | 
of colporteurs, but as yet we are not able to afford | 
the expense. | 

You have probably that our excellent! 
viend, the Abbe Mavrerrs, who had published 


} 
Furewell to Rome, vas been condemned to one} 


heard 


", 
car's imprisonment aud 600 franes fine, because he| 


by 


as attemptesl to attack a re ligion acknowledged 
me the state. 
vow in prison suffering for the cause of his Savior 


Lis appeal has been rejected, and he is 
’ ne Maia 
with a patience aud resignation which inspires our | 
prespect. We expect other events of this kind, but 
they will all tend to advance the cause of our Re- 
Such violence does more harm to popery | 
We recommend M. Mau- 


He justly claims your Chris- 


ceemer, 


than can be imagined. 


rette to your prayers. 
tian interest: he eame back trom Geneva to have 


himself tried, when he could have escaped without 
dishonor. We hope the Canadian Committee will 
Beonsent to admit him as an evangelist when his 
Peaptivity is over. You are perhaps aware he was} 
on the eve of his departure when he was prose- | 
He and disinterested | 


pecuted. is a devoted 
man. 


© We are about to publish a very remarkable work | 


very 


Written by Professor De Felice, which has gained 
The prize our Society had founded. 
Me Duty of Reading the Bible. 

Work, full of anecdote and very interesting. Chap- 
Wer 1, What is the Bible? 2, Have you the Bible ? 
98, Do you read the Bible? 4, How do you read 
Bhe Bible? 5, Do you spread the Bible? Xe. It 
also retiutes very ably the popular objections against 


the Bible. 


Its subject is 
It isa popular, 


» We teel more thankful than we can express for 
. tthe Christian sympathy and generous assistance you 
May the Lord bless you for 
You 


extend greatly our sphere of activity, and to do 


ive to our Society. 


aving come to our help! have enabled us 


Many things we could not have done without you. 
Wie 
Phe good you have thus been the means of doing. 
work to our 
ountry we shall receive it thankfully. Books tor 


hildren are particularly wanted and may do much 


Lord himself will render you a hundred fold 


When you have any new suited 


ood. They will be admitted in some houses quite 
hut to the Gospel, and may be the means of con- 


the parents, 


myerting 
5 3 


Yours very truly, Armanp Covrrors, T'reas. 


For Zion's Herald end Wesleyan Journal. 
THE CHURCH—HER NEED. 
What does the Methodist Episcopal Chureh most 


need at the 


sWers—MORE 


present momeut: Every reader an- 
And who can doubt the 
None! Our unity is 
Division, division, is the hateful 
And what to 


No, my brother ; 


RELIGION, 
correctness of the answer ? 
Bn fearful peril. 
is 


aWword that thunders in our ears! 


* Slavery,” say you ? 


and 
very 
Must. and begin aud continue to ery mightily to the 
God of heaven tor a speedy and powerful out-pour- 


whole chureh, north 


Pouth, should ac ouce prostrate herself in the 


Suppose the 


g of the Spirit upon the whole chureh in general, 

uf upon every member in particular; would not 

very eXisting difficulty soon be adjusted to the joy 

f the echureli and to the glory of God? For one 
ae believe that sueh would be the result. 

When our piety is low we are apt to be very 

Penacious of our rights; we find it hard to yield 

@ven when no important moral principle is at stake ; 

We contend more tor 


than for 


victory truth; we 
Balk mueh of what is honorable ; our spirit and con- 
mluct seein to say—*TIl go so far, and no farther, 


Mhat’s all about it!’ Thus we exhibit more pugna- 
Bity than humility and love. 
Parks apply to our beloved Zion, at the presein 
Shour, I do not presume to say, Sut of this [ am 
too well satistied, that our present deplorable condi- 
tion is the result of our unfaithtulness to God. In 
this remark [ certainly inelude myself As an un- 
worthy member of the church £ plead guilty before 
my Jud 


How far these re- 


O that | liad been a more faithful Christian, and 
#imore devoted minister! Alas, for the past! But 
blessed be God, he is disposed to pardon! Through 
Cc Let 
That 
isa large amount of genuine piety in the 


utist he is ready to forgive and to cleanse! 
us look at our Zion as she really is to-day. 
there 
Methodist Episcopal Church, north and south, | 
thanktilly believe. But are we not, after all, alarm- 
And 


have We not sometimes taken too mueh pains to 


ugly deficient as to the power of godliness ? 


prove that our chureh is as spiritual as she ever 
Was, While we have too sparingly confessed our 
As a people we believe it to be the 
privilege of every Christian to enjoy a clear and 


backslidings ? 


constant evidence of his acceptance with God. 

\nd yet do not many of our members live with- 
out such evidence for a great part of the time? 
We also believe that every Christian may enjoy, in 
this life, the preeions blessing of entire sanctifiea- 


tion. But how few of our members possess this 
“pearl of great price!” Alas! how few even of 


our ministers profess this great blessing ! 


hess 


on this subject! O, how 


tnhany 


instances, are our allusions to it! 


things are so, And 
too, should know, and mourn, and confess, and turn 
I 


God knows they are so! 


lor ever to his service. 
O, it is time, it is high time, that there 


among us more self-denial, more fisting, more dee 


Ss: 


'n Curist, more reformation preaching, more holy 
living. We too often trample upon our General 
> . oe 

Rules. Ina multitude of instances our class meet- 


igs are sadly neglected; fasting is entirely laid 
the rule concerning dress is utterly disre- 


uside + 
garded : and 
Consider those excellent rules that, 


as 


our “manner of life” as a people! 


We are sure your Committee will adopt | 


The present controversy of our Zion has given her 
piety a terrible shock. 

* Brotherly Kinduess” has fearfully diminished 
within a few unhappy months. Says the devoted 
Olin, —* It can hardly be doubted that multitudes 
of all parties have given way to wrath, uneharita- 
bleness, and evil speaking; and that the geveral 
temper of the church is at this moment piecisely 
that which is least favorable to growth in piety, and 
to the pouring ont of the Holy Spirit upon our cou- 
> Now, Mr. Editor, if this is a true 
statement of our case, and if we all believe in the 
transcendent importance of spiritual piety to the 
prosperity of the church, | marvel that our leading 
writers do not more frequently aud earnestly call 
our attention to the subject of personal religion. 

Is this too small a matter for great men to dwell 
upon? Is an argumentation essay vastly more im- 
portant than an exhortation to pray? [ fear we 
take too much for granted. We suppose that every 
Christian of course believes in the importance of 
prayer, and faith, and love; and that it is not ne- 
cessary to refer olten to matters so generally under- 


gregationus.’ 


stood. But let our ministry pursue such a course 
with their congregations, and what would become of 
our spirituality? QO, let us stir each other up to 
pray to the God of Daniel! 
tions »—* arguments "—these will never save 





* Plans "__“ proposi- 
us ! | 
“The prayer of faith” alone ean close our ghastly | 
wounds and restore us to perfect health. 

Not that “ plans’ 
and little praying ris poor business—like a biaek- | 
smith hammering cold jron! 
with much love is infinitely 
vlan with little love. 


"are useless; but much planning | 


A detective plan | 
better than a pertect 
Divide we may, despite every 
effort to the contrary ; but whether divided or united, 
a general revival is certainly what we most need. | 
Yes! pure religion in the heart of the ehurch con- | 
stitutes her true prosperity. 





This is her cure for 
every disease ; this is her moral power ; this is her | 
“ marrow and fatness ”—yea, her very heart’s blood ! 
For | 
if this be true of an individual Christian, it is true | 
of the whole ehurch. 


Without this she is a painted tire—a corpse ! 


Brother Stevens, this is a dark day for our ehurch. | 
Never was there a louder call for deep devotion to 
Never have I realized, as lately, | 
the unutterable importance and blessedness of holi- | 
ness, especially to the minister. Blessed be God! | 
I feel something of its power. O, it is delightful | 
to give all—all to Chiist! In of the 
subjeet | would humbly propose two things. 


God than now. 


whole 

First, | 
That every Methodist preacher in the land seek at 
Ne condly, | 


view 


once the entire sanctifieation of his soul. 
That every itiperant preacher in the chureh kabor 
most zealously for a speedy and powerful revival of 
De- 
scend, O Holy Glrost, upon every part of our dis- 
tracted Zion! 
cation! 
and 
“ive not thy heritage to reproach !” 


Marblehead, Dec. 5. 


religion on his respective circuit or station. 


Pour upon us the spirit of suppli- 
Power of the Highest! rest upon bishops 
© Lord 
Jj. 8. J. G. 


editors, ministers and members! 


For Zion’s Herald and Wesleyan Journal. 


NO DIVISION. : 

There has already been a great deal more writ- | 
ten on the subject of the report of the Committee 
heen called 


has 


of Nine, as it is designated, than 
tor, or has been uvetul. And this enormous waste 
of time, and thoughts and paper is justly attributa- 
ble to a great waut of careful investigation and de- 
liberate reflection; the consequence of whieh has 
been the falling iuto a multiplicity of errors, re- | 


specting the import and character of the report it- 


Some tine f commenced writing an 
article for the purpose of correcting those errors, 
but that same thing 
would probably come frou an abler source, I very 
The ex-| 
has made its appearance, and 


selt. since 


being informed about the 
cheerfully relinquished the undertaking. 
pected production 
with the exception of a iew unimportant particu- 
It 


cannot suffer in comparison with one of its prede- 


lars, it receives my tmost hearty approbation. 
cessors in ability, to whieh it is a most triamphant 
answer. [f others had bestowed as much deliberate 
reflection on the report as the communication of Br. 
Porter indicates he has, there would have been far 
less written on the subjeet, and consequently far less 
unpleasant feeling than hasappeared, IT had hoped 
that the Porter's views, and 


the conclusiveness of his 


correctness of brother 


reasoning would have 


struck every mind so palpably as to put the un- 


profitable controversy at rest. But the last papers 


lout in what particulars other systems were defect- 


hundred thousand. 


l! whom are the Rev. John Angell James, Mr. Cham- 


tion of the abolition delegates of New England, | 
by their votes at the last General Conference, made | 
editor of the great official organ of the ehureb.— | 
What think you, brethren, of the Doctor's aboli- | 
tionism 7 Is it not a wonder that the slave- | 
holders not satisfied with him? They are | 
certainly a set of unreasonable men, if they do not 
immediately give hin the right hand of fellowship. | 

P. Cranpau. 


are 


We believe brother Porter’s article as able 
defence of the plan as has appeared, though it fails, 


a 


as we have shown, to satisfy us. Meanwhile, we 
do not think the Plan a matter of paramount in- 


terest; “* Compromise” is our great concern, and we 


hope our differences on the other question will not oc- | 
casion any confusion among ourselves. It pertains | 
chiefly to the South. Let us look chiefly at matters | 
more at home, and in all our discussions on the ques- | 
tion regard it in its due subordination. As the church | 
elsewhere is coming out strongly against the “ plan 
of separation,” we hope its opponents here will not 
waste room on it. 





For Zion's Herald and Wesleyan Journal. 


PHONOGRAPHLY, 
Mr. Stevens,—Permit me, as a private individ- 
ual, and in no Way interested in its success, except 


as a reformation, to offer my bumble testimony to 
the merits of Phonography. 1 had the pleasure of 
attending a lecture delivered last evening, on the 
P. Andrews, Esq., and was much 
gratified at beholding a good attendance, and the 
Mr. Andrews 
gave a short account of its rise and progress, its | 


subject, by Ss. 
interest manifested in the subjeet. 
inerits as a superior system of short hand, pointed 


ive, Which this is desigred to remedy, and expressed 
his conviction that it should and would in time be- 
come universal. 

At the close of bis lecture, Rev. Mr. Colver made 
a few remarks, stating that he had given the sub- 





ject some attention, and thought it| worthy of con- 


| fidence, and recommended all present to become |! 


acquainted with it. 

Probably tew of your readers are aware to what | 
an extent the system has attqined in England, | 
where it originated ; it being the invention of Mr. | 
Isanc Pitman, of Bath, who has for the last three 
or four years, been exclusively devoted to its prop- 


agation. A Corresponding Society has been tormed, 


for the purpose of spreading the science, and de- 
vising means for its perfection, which now num- 
bers about six hundred members, who are coutinu- 
ally corresponding with each other, aud with thou- 





sands of others, not members. Last vear nearly a | 
hundred thousand letters written in Phonography 
passed through the Post Office, and it is estimated | 
the next to five 
Classes have been formed in| 


number will be increased year 


lall the cities aud large towns, and it has been in- | 


troduced into some of the common schools, as a | 
branch of education. 
tor all Many of the most respectable 
and taleuted men are aiding its progress, among 


It is used by all classes, and | 
purposes. 


bers, the able editor of Chambers’ Journal, Mont- 


gomery, the poet, two or three members of Parlia- 
ment, and Charlotte Elizabeth, the well known au- 
thoress, and a host of teachers and lecturers, who | 


are more actively engaged in its dissemination.—- 
Five thousand persons have acquired a knowledge 
of the art within the last two years, and in the sarne 
ratio 25,000 will become aequainted with it in the 
Festivals on the anniversary of the forma- | 


next two. 
ation of societies have been held, which were numer- | 
Four publications 
are issued monthly, devoted to the cause, which are , 


ously and fushionably attended. 


well supported, and many ably eondueted ciren- 
lating mannseript Phonographic magazines have | 
been established by associations. 

This may appear surprising to those who have 
never given the subject a moment’s attention ; but! 
it is not surprising to those who have examined it, | 
and its claims to public confidence and support.— | 
It aims at a great revolution; a revolution as great | 
and as important in its effects, the art of 
printing has accomplished. — It is intended to over- | 
throw the existing unwieldy system of orthography, | 


as 


which seems to have almost exhausted the ingenu- 
ity of man in its construction, And there are 
means in operation sufficient to effect that revolu- 


tion. {ft will take time, it its true: it may work 


‘slowly, but it will work surely. [tis founded on 


Mann, some of the officers of Williamstown Col- 
lege, and S. P. Andrews, Esq., favorably known to 
the publie and the friends of huaanity, who was 
the first to introduce it in America, and whose la- 
bors in the cause, in the midst of professional du- 
ties, are worthy of the highest commendation. It 
is taking root and spreading, and the seeds are 
scattered throughout the land. 

As a means of correspondence, Phonography 
presents superior advantages. Its brevity, and the 
swiftness with which it can be written, are induce- 
ments which commend themselves to every one. 
A habit of correct spelling and pronunciation is 
also induced, 

A knowledge of the system has been acquired 
by two or three hundred, who are scattered all over 
the Union. Some of these correspond, and many 
are engaged in its dissemination. The public need 
only to examine it, to be convinced of its useful- 
hess, and when this is done, the reform will make 
rapid progress; for a reform it is, mighty in itself, 
and great in its consequences, It may meet with 
opposition, but it will progress; it must go on.— 
It will save millions of precious hours to professional 
neu, aud foreigners and children many an hour of 
weary labor and vexation. 
progress in England to print a part or all of the 
New Testament, and other books will follow as 
faust as possible. By means of these books, an 
adult whe has never learned to read, may, in less 
than a meuth, read with accuracy. 

| have made these few remarks, in the hope of 
directing the attention of your readers to the sub- 
ject. Mr. Andrews’ room is No, 21 School St. 
where all so disposed may call and examine the 
subject, and judge for themselves. Mr. Andrews 
has also made arrangements for importing and will 
keep for sale a full supply of English Phono- 
graphic publications. He has also issued “ The 
Phonograhie Class Book,” which for a_ shilling 
communicates the elements of the art. Every 
teacher ought at once to learn and teach it. It is 
already spreading into distant parts of the country. 

Yours, respectfully, N. G. 

Chelsea, Dee. 10, 1844. 


For Zion’s Herald and Wesleyan Journal. 
“OUR PREACHER DID NOT VISIT U 
ONCE LAST YEARY’ 


~ 


N) 


Strange as it may seem, complaints like the above | 


come from our much beloved M. E. Chureh, and 
against certain of our itinerant preachers, who have 
solemnly promised, in conformity to the requirements 
of the great Head of the Chureh, who has commis- 
sioned them to act as his ambassadors, “to visit 
from house to house !” 


In 


is not confined to not visiting church members. 


searching out the “ poor” who are to have the * gos- | . . ae 
searching out the “ poo ho are to have the “ gos- | the slaveholding states find it necessary to unite in| 


pel preached unto them,” astounding language like 
the following is heard:—“T want to know if you 
think enough of us to visitus! Tam glad to see 
you. We used to be visited by the preachers, but 
for a few years past they have seemed to think 
themselves entirely above us! They have hardly 
looked towards the house as they have passed !” 
must confess that while beating about among the 
“hedges” and up and down the “highways and 
lanes” to find “ guests” to fill my master’s house, I 
have seen sufficient evidence to convince me that 
the “ preacher” had been shamefully deficient in this 
very important branch of his holy work! The 
“flock” among wolves, and especially the “tender 
lambs,” and yet the “shepherd” looks them not up 
for a whole year! The “ poor” not “ warned from 
house to house with prayers and many tears!” 

But has God called us to preach and not to visit ? 
As Methodist itinerant ministers we are bound to 
visitas well as preach—solemnly bound by our 
Book of Discipline, eur ordination vows, and the 
sible. We may preach like angels if it were pos- 
sible, yet the work does not prosper; souls are not 
net sanctified. Buton the other hand, elass and 
other meetings are neglected, the church runs down, 
the preacher gives his small congregation “cold” 
truth, but it does not come blazing trom a warm 
heart, and to finish the whole the preacher is not 
supported! It is ever found, and especially at Con- 
ference; the P. Elder knows, and his troubled soul 
hardly knows where to send the drone, for no cirenit 
wants him. 


“oes hard.” 


It is ever found that such a preacher 


I thank God that all preachers are not guilty in 


Arrangements are in! 





Conferences will put themselves in the attitude of 
a separation from the M. E. Church, provided they 
divide according to the plan laid down by the Gen- 
eral Conference. If they pursue any other plan of 
division, let it be whatever it may, if it amounts to 
a separate organization, they must secede in the 
sense of the term above defined. 

But that, if they form a separate organization, 
they will “separate from the M. E. Church,” we 
have no hesitation in answering that they will and 
must do so to all intents and purposes. Indeed it 
seems to us preposterous to think otherwise. This 
subject was fully canvassed in the Committee of 
Nine, and it was avowed openly and frankly on the 
floor of the General Conference, and was therefore 
perfectly understood, we should suppose, by all 
concerned, that if the Southern brethren could no 
longer remain under the jurisdiction of the General 
Conference of the M E. Church, then they, not we, 
not the General Conference, must declare them- 
selves independent of us, the M. E. Chureh, by 
fortning a separate organization. 

Look at the report of the committee, which was 
almost unanimously adopted by the General Con- 
ference, and you will find it will fully justify this 
view of the subject. In the preamble it is said, 
“ Whereas, in the event of a seperation, a contin- 
gency to which the declaration” (that is, the dec- 
laration which the minority, or delegates of the 
Southern and South-Western Conferences hed 
made, and which was referred to this committee) 
“asks attention as not improbable.” Here is a 
separation spoken of as an event nol improbable, be- 
cayse the Southern delegates had declared that it 





But the evil complained of 


— inevitable, and that they would be compelled 
|to save themselves and their institutions, to make | 
‘it. ‘The General Conference, therefore, did not 
make, nor authorize the separation; and heuce, if 
made at all, its responsibility must rest with those 
who make it, and who made it necessary. We for- 
bear to enter into any discussion here as to the or- 
igin of this necessity, that is, whether it originated 
|with Bishop Andrew in connecting himself with 
| slavery, or with the action of the General Confer- 
‘ence on his ease, although we should not hesitate 
to declare our views at a suitable time, and on a 
proper oecasion. This, however, we do not con- 
sider that time and occasion, nor is it necessary, as} 
we believe, for the argument. The separation, | 
should it take place, must be made by the South, 
and on their own responsibility. 

And that such separation will form a distinct or- 
| ganization, and entirely sever those who belong to 
it from the M. E. Church, so far as government | 
and property are concerned, and was so understood | 
by the General Conference, is further manifest from 
' the following language, found in the report before 
‘alluded to. In the first resolution are the following 
| words :—“ That should the Annual Conferences in | 





;a distinct ecclesiastical connection.” Here also 
ithe necessity of such a separation is spoken of as a 
_contingeney that may or may not happen, and its 
| necessity is left altogether with the Annual Confer- 
}ences in the slaveholding states, which shows again 
| the truth of what we have before stated, namely, 
| that the responsibility of the separation was and is 
| with the slaveholding Conferences, and not with 
‘the General Conference ; but that to which we 
| would more particularly call your attention in the 
above extract is the pistrncT ecclesiastical connection. | 


ia 
‘No words can more clearly and forcibly express the | 
idea of a distinct and entire separate organization— 
a full separation frem the M. E. Church. 

The phraseology in the subsequent resolutions of 
|said report fully sustains these views, and corres- 
ponds with the sentiment which we shall presently 
submit, that is, that there cannot be two The M. 
| E. Churches possessing co-ordinate powers, rights 
and privileges. The phraseology to which we al- 
| lude is * Southern Church,” the “ Chureh South,” 
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in some particular doctrine, or in some item of 
church government; and therefore have withdrawn 
Christian fellowship from those from whom they 
seceded ; but they have only formed a separate or- 
ganization, for reasons satisfactory to themselves.— 
Understanding secession in this sense, we think they 
might deny that they are seceders; but yet, if they 
separate, we judge that they could not rightfully 
claim to be a co-ordinate branch of the M. E. 
Chureh, and hence if they did so, or shall do 80, 
we should not feel “authorized to co-operate in 
dividing the property of the Book Concern” for 
their benefit, because we fully believe that in so 
doing they would contravene the rule, and defeat 
the pacific and equitable object of the General Con- 
ference in proposing the conditions on which the 
division should be made. 

Upon the whole we conclude that it is left en- 
tirely with the slaveholding Conferences to say 
whether they will form a separate organization, or 
whether they will remain in the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church. If they resolve on separation, and 
carry their resolution into effect, according to the 
plan fixed by the General Conference, peaceably 
and in good faith ; and if three fourths of all the vo- 
ters, who are present and vote on the resolution 
offered by the late General Conference, authorizing 
the division of the property, in the event of a separ- 
ation, then they will he entitled to their share of 
said property ; but if they adopt another plan, and 
make a violent disruption of the church, they will 
become seceders in the sense before defined, and 
thereby deprive themselves not only of an equitable 
portion of the property, but also of the fellowship 
of those from whom they thus secede. This ap- 
pears to us a plain view of the case—a conclusion 
which inevitably results from the premises laid 
down by the General Conference. 

We cannot conclude this reply, already length- 
ened out beyond our expectation, when we com- 
menced, without adverting to an erroneous view, 
as we think, which some have taken of this sub- 
ject. It has been supposed by at least one writer 
—and how many converts he may have made to 
his opinion we do not know—that in order to com- 
plete the arrangement, another General Conference 
must be held. ‘That this is an erroneous view 
will be manifest to all who will look at the fourth 
resolution of the above-mentioned report, the part 
bearing upon this point reading as follows :— 

“That whenever the Annual Conferences, by a 
vote of three fourths of all their members voting on 
the third resolution, shall have concurred in the 
recommendation to alter the sixth restrictive article, 
the agents at New York and Cincinnatti shall, and 
they are hereby authorized and directed to deliver 
over to any authorized agent, or appointee of the 
cburch South, should one be organized, all notes,” 
&c., and then the seventh article appoints Nathan 
Bangs, George Peck and James B. Finley, commis- 
sioners to “act in concert with the same number 
of commissioners appointed by the Southern or- 
ganization, ( should one be formed,) to estimate the 
amount,” &c. By these articles it will be seen that 
the General Conference provided for carrying the 
conditions of the separation into complete effect, 
by the book agents and commissioners, withcut 
waiting for any udditional powers, so soon as the 
separate organization is formed by the action of 
the Southern and South-Western Conferences, and 
so soon as said agents and commissioners are su- 
thorized to discharge their duties by three fourths 
of all who are present, and entitled to vote in the 
Annual Conference, and do actually vote directly 
ou the question at issue. When these prelimina- 
ries are prepared, that is to say, when the slave- 
holding Conferences shall bave completed their 
separate organization, according to the plan marked 
out by the General Conference, and have appointed 
their commissioners, and the vote of three fourths 
of all the members of the Annual Conferences, who 











| which frequently occurs in the resolutions, and that | 
clearly aad emphatically that the General Confer- | 
lence, in passing that report, understood that should 
‘a separate organization be formed, that organization 
| would not only be separate and distinct from the 
iM. E. Chureh, but also it must take another name, | 
|in order to be recognized in law or equity, or in ec- 
'clesiastical history; for nothing, it appears to us, 
| would be more absurd than to suppose there can 
| be two churches under the same name, without any 
| qualifying epithet to distinguish one from the other. 
| If the separation takes place the separatists are at 
liberty to assume whatever name they please, ex- | 





1. backslid nine sae Sic aides in distinetion from the M. E, Chureh, showing most } 
converted, Dbacksiders not reclaimed, and the church are concerned, to discharge our duties in the prem- . 


choose to vote, shall have authorized us by their 
vote to act, we shall be then ready, so far as we 


ises. 

We have thus, dear brother, given you our views 
with all frankness. We may have erred, and 
shall in that case be thankful to any one who will 
correct our errors, and set us right. As you ad- 
dressed us publicly, through the press, we answer 
you, as we suppose you desired, through the sxnme 
medium, before the same public. 

Affectionately yours, N. Bayes, 
Gee. Pecx. 
New York, Noy. 8, 1844. 


ie re v7 M4 > st o 4 . thol . a . . ~ j 
practi an No, ip ov _- ae ~_ the . ho s ;cept that of “The Methodist Episcopal Church,” | 

ork saving souls, and are W g spe | : ; j j 
age Se eo ae to Spend ane! which title they certainly cannot expect the major- | 
be spent in it. 


ey ¢o abou suc an-}. ‘ : : . 
sank ce Se auch mene ity to relinquish, and thus to jeopard all their prop- | 


How little 
do we insist upon the doctrine and duty of holi- 
low few sermons do we preach expressly | 
few and slight, in too! 
ry? ! 
[hese 


we, } 


G vf and vive ourselves ut once and entirely and 


were | 


P 


lumilian . . ‘ ° ° 
NUmiliation, more pleading with God, more believing 


t evil speaking is shockingly common. 
ministers 
and members of the church, we have all solemnly 
promised before God to obey, and then consider 
Is not the term 
“covenant breakers” , . : 

rs" somewhat applicable to us: 


seem to hold out no such encouragement. Now | ruth, and truth, like water, will find its level, A, 
I wish to state two things for the consideration of; And certainly, no one who considers the subject 
all coneerned And | for a moment, can doubt the desirableness, and even 
7 ‘ ’ ° . . . | 

I. That there is not a single stipulation in the necessity, of a reform in our language. Dr, Frank- 


resolutions of the report in question, of which a | lin saw the errors of our existing orthography, and | 
Southern organization could avail itself, should |endeavored to perfect a system which would rem- 
such an organization now take place. Look at the edy these defects !* he did not complete it, as his 
_—« That should | business prevented his giving it the attention it 
Many of our wisest and most learned 
imen are seusible defects. We should 
either spell as we pronounce, or pronounce as we 
spell. It may surprise some of your readers to be 
told that out of sixty thousand words in the English 
new church, under the above provision of the re- language, they cannot one hundred which 
Ist. That there be a concurrence of all the | are pronounced as they are spelt. Yet it is so, 
Aunual Conferences in the slaveholding states, in | Strange as it may wearn The changing sounds of our 
otherwise the whole proceedings will vowels is a source of constant vexation to children 
,{and foreigners; a perpetual stumbling block.— 


first sentence of the first resolution ; 


sluveholding States deserved. 


the Annual Couterences tn the 
find it necessary to unite in a distinet ecclesiasti- 
cal conection.” When these Conferences shall, | 
by their delegates, hold their convention, two things 


of these 


will be necessary to enable them to organize the 
select 


port. 


the measure ; 
be invalid, and the right to the stipulations of the 
ft appears to me the language 
And is it | c#unot a character be assigned to each sound, whieh 
Not Shall retain its signification under all eireumstan- 
Put our vowels in one position, and they have 


°.° sre are 0 an elementar sounds and 
compact vitiated. There are not many y 2 why 


can bear no other fair construction. 
probable there will be such a concurrence ? 
And 2d. That the “ necessity ” for the new | 


be “found” to exist, and not} 


ces, 

at ali. cae Sgahetseaie : 

organization must acertain signification ; put them in another, and 
ui ns : 


created for the occasion. Of this fact, the General Proteus like, they ee 5 Avon ea Men 
Conterence will, of course, be judge. And will the | are all their lives learning “ spell. Phey waste 
General Conference be likely to decide that such | the best part of their time in endeavoring to get 
a necessity existed after all the effort that has been | the upper hand of five or Six letters. : This should 
made to inflame the people of the South, and thus | [et be. A child is discouraged in his attempts to 


create a necessity? Ltrow not. Ifithen, these two | learn; so many sounds to each vowel perplex and 
i ss : iol 9 9 § A 


requisites are wanting, and the organization takes | dishearten him; he becomes disgusted with books 
place, it will be a secession, having Ho other claims | and study, and endeavors to escape from the task. 
on the Methodist E. Church than other secessions. If he is made to persevere, he learns to spell by role, 
Il. That the rule relating to the boundary line 
If the line 
under that rule, no one 
could determine where it was, and of course no | 
one could know which were the interior and | 
which the exterior societies. The minorities, about 
which so much has been felt and said and written, | ' ; 

can all claim that they belong to the exterior, that | discards it.” 
they remain the regularly organized societies of} | Phonography is but an analysis of the sounds of 
the Methodist E. Church, and have a right to all| words, giving a character to each sound, and re- 
Ministers of the |jecting all useless or silent letters. As a system 


hut he cannot understand why words are spelt one 
Neither can many 
Mr. Pitman says, 
of writing and printing is an 
incubus upon literature. The child loathes it, the 
youth weeps over it, the student smarts under it, 
‘the man of science condemns it, the Phonographer | 


another. 
growth.” 


| 
: : ; — PEAS 
is altogether an impracticable one. bead and prencun ed 
\“children of a larger 
' 


| Our present method 


should ever be drawu, 


the privileges of that chureh. 


M. EF. Church ean be stationed with them, preach | of short hand, it is considered by those who are | 


to them and take the pastoral care of them. I)| competent to judge, to be superior to any other.— 
have never believed a separation would take place | Other systems, being founded upon our present or- 


as contemplated by the report of the Committee of! thography, must, of course, partake of its defects. 


Its aid will be invaluable in the acquisition of 
foreign languages, and in assisting others to obtain 
a knowledge of our own. 2ny thing that can be spo- 
ken can be written in Phonography. Mr. Andrews 
said he hoped the day would soon come when our 
missionaries shall introduce it in heathen lands, and 


Nine. A> slaveholding secession may take place, 
and what anti-slavery man would object to it ? 
New let me say one word in reference to the 
position of Dr. Bond. Lt T understand the Doctor, 
he would he willing to part with New England 
Methodists. if they are not willing to abandon the 
right to petition the General Conference to enact a 
rule whieh would exclude slaveholders from mem- 
but the slave* 


can be used for other languages as well as for ours. 
The Phonographic alphabet is a philosophical one, 
based upon the sounds of the human voice, and as 
applicable to Greek, Chinese, or Cherokee, as to 
English. Its beauty and simplicity must be seen 
and appreciated to be understood. And it will be 
appreciated. Some of our prominent men are 
taking an interest in the subject, among whom are 
Rev. Mr. Kirk, Rev. Mr. Colver, Hon. Horace 


bership in the chureb. to save 


holders to the ehureh he would be willing to com- 
promise away the right of the Geveral Conference 
to legislate any farther on the subject of slavery, 
and give over the slaves exclusively to the tender 
mercies of their masters, and leave it with them 
to “extirpate the great evil” when and how they 
Here is the man whom a large por- 








may please. 


spread it from pole to pole. The same characters | 


ner as to give the people to see they are men of; 
one work, called of God, and are not “ashamed” | 
to “preach the gospel to every creature.” Wher- | 
ever: they go, infidelity and irreligion comes to) 
naught and Zion prospers, W. X. Y. 

Maine, Noy. 25. | 


From the Christian Advocate and Journal. | 


REPLY TO DR. TOMLINSON, | 


Rev. Dr. Tomlinson :—Dear Brother,—We have | 
read your letter in the Western Christian Advocate | 


of the Ist instant, addressed to us, with the atten- | 
tion, we humbly trust, which its importance de- | 


mands, Though we might remark upon some of 


the arguments and observations it contains, yet for | 


the sake of brevity and perspicuity, we think it 
best to confine ourselves principally to the questions 


| 

| 

ES a st 

you have propounded, and to which yon have re- | 


quested our answers. Your first question is as fol- 
lows :— 

“ Does the plan of division, as authorized by the 
General Conference, place the Southern and South- 
Western Conferences, in your estimation, in the 
attitude of secession, or separation from the M. F. 
Chureh, should the division therein contemplated 
actually take place ? ” 

fu the first place, we think there is a litde error 
committed in that clause of the query which takes 
for granted that the General Conterence “ author- 
ized the plan of division.” We think that the 
eral Conference did not, properly speaking, author- 
ize any plan of division, but only provided for a 
possible, and to all appearance, the probable contin- 
gency that a separate organization would take place 
by the action of the Southern and South-Western 
Conferences, and then should such separate organi- 
zation actually occur, the General 
marked the line of division, and fixed the terms on 
which it should finally be settled. 

This indeed was all the General Conference 
could constitutionally do, for it was agreed on all 
hands, we believe, and we know that it was con- 
ceded, afier a free interchange of thoughts in the 
Committee of Nine, who drafted the report, that the 


‘ 
ren- 


General Conference had no right, and consequently 
had no constitutional power, either to divide, or to 


authorize the dividing of the church. 


These remarks will lead us to a direct answer to 
your question, namely, if such a separation does 
take place, do the Southern and South-Western 
Conferences assume “ the ‘attitude of secession or 
As to seces- 
sion, we do not like the term in this connection, 
because it seems to convey an idea of a violent dis- 
ruption of a portion of the church, because it is 
of the church or 
item of church government, and that the seceding 
withdraws itself from all fellowship with the party 


separation from the M. E. Church?” 


dissatisfied with same doctrine 


from which it secedes. In this sense we do no 


| understand that the Southern and South-Western 


Conference | 


erty, and forfeit their birthright. 


And as to their calling themselves “ The 
odist Episcopal Church,” and then claiming 


Meth- | 
co-or- | 


dinate powers with “The M, BE. Church,” it would | 
involve an absurdity too monstrous for men of in- | 


telligence to entertain for a moment. For what. 
does co-ordinate mean in this convection? It 
means of equal rank and degree, not indeed like | 
two separate individuals possessing equal rank and | 
degree, acting in their individual and separate ca- | 
pacity, but it must mean, if it have any consistent | 
meaning at all, two separate parts of the same gov- | 
ernment, not unlike the Senate and House of Rep- | 
resentatives, possessing an equality of rank and de- | 
gree in respect to the law-making power, so that | 
the consent of the one party is as necessary as the | 
other in order for any legal enactment. In this | 
sense, therefore, it is utterly impossible that there | 
should be two separate and distinet churches with | 
cv-ordinate powers, the consent of both of which is | 
necessary for the passage of any rule or regulation. | 
In this case neither would be separate and distinct | 
| trom the other, but they must act conjointly in order | 
|} to make any thing binding. 
| If, however, those who talk thus mean to say | 
that the separate organization, when effected, shall | 
possess all the powers and privileges of au inde- 
pendent church, fully as much as the Methodist) 
Episcopal, or any other independent church, we | 
then yield to the correctuess of the statement, and | 
|can certainly have no objections to their claiming | 
co-ordinate powers with those from whom they | 
have separated—only they must refrain from as- | 
suming the title, namely, “ The Methodist Episcopal 
Chureh;” for this can never be relinquished by | 
those who remain as they were. ‘They may call” 
themselves, if they choose, “ ‘The Methodist Epis- | 
copal Church South,” or the Southern Methodist | 
| Episcopal Chureh,” or any other name they may | 
| see fit to adopt, for we presume not to dictate nor | 
advise in this matter ; but surely they cannot be the | 
| self-same chureh from which they voluntarily sep- 
arate. 
Your next question is in the following words :— | 
“If such is your opinion of the import of that) 
plan, would you feel yourselves authorized to co-| 
operate in dividing the property of the Book Con- | 
cern, should the Southern aud South-Western ros 
ferences, in separating, nvow, either in form or sub- | 
stantially, that they are nof a secession from the M. | 
E. Chureh, but that they are still in law, and to all | 
intents and purposes, a co-ordinate brauch of the | 
M. E. Church iv these United States?” 











terms, or not used the saine as in the former. 


and in the latter you have confined yourself to the 
single word “ secession.” For the reasons already 
assigned we think they might deny that they have 


t | seceded, that is, they have not violently made a rup- 








In this question you have a little changed the | 
In| 


the former you said “ secession or separation from,” | 





P. S. We have forwarded a copy of the above 
to brother Finley, which, if he approves of it, will 
appear, with his signature, in the Western Chris- 
tian Advocate. N. B. 

G. P. 


For Zion’s Herald and Wesleyan Journal. 


Mr. Editor,—The Herald of the 20th ult. con- 
tains a communication from the pen of Rev. Sam- 
el Fox, in which is to be found the following 
statement. “ Repentance places man where God 
may consistently bless him.” Does it, my brother ? 
Why then tell us, as you do in the paragraph im- 
mediately preceding the one quoted above, that the 
“poor returning sinner perceives, though penitent, 
he may yet be lost?” A mistake this, undoubted- 
ly, if his “repentance places him where God can 
consistently bless him,” for who can doubt that 
God will bless the sinner as soon as it shall have 
become consistent for him so to do ? 

The seven or eight lines immediately successive 
to the remark alluded to as exceptionable, though 
less explicit, yet, by necessary implication, keep 
before the mind the same idea. Your words are, 
“ Before "—that is, before repentance—* though 
salvation was proffered, he [the sinner] was reject- 
ing, and jt would have been incompatible with the 
dignity and purity of God to have then accorded 
to him pardon,” &c. As much as to have told us, 
that after, or whilst in a state of repentance, it 
would not have been incompatible with the diguity 
and purity of God to have accorded pardon. 

That this, my dear sir, is really your opinion, 
the subscriber does not believe. Other portions of 
your essay plainly enough indicate the contrary.— 
Still, be could not forbear thinking it quite unfor- 
tunate that a passage so clearly erroneous should 
have been allowed a place in a paper otherwise so 
sensibly distinguished and so cautiously expressed, 
and now invites your re-consideration of the mat- 
ter for the same reason that he would be reminded 
of his own errors. Yours truly, J.n. 





For Zion’s Herald and Wesleyan Journal. 


WORTHY OF OBSERVATION. 


In a store where I was stopping, the other day, 
a Universalist was boastfully quoting the passage, 
“God is no respecter of persons.” A Methodist 
said to him, “Friend, does that prove he is no re- 
specter of churacter?” I pitied the Universlist, 
because he happened to be known to the rest of 
the company as one whose honesty was very doubt- 
ful, though his Methodist friend was not aware of 
it at the time. A Hearex. 


Eartr Prety.—Have you, my young friend, 
sought this inestimable treasure? You cannot prize 
it too highly. Sacrifice for it pride and passion, the 
love and pleasure of the world. Lay the founda- 
foundation of piety broad and deep, now while 


ture in the church, because they could not believe; habits are plastic and feelings are lively. 
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COMMUN LGA TIONS. | 
ie ae | 
THE METHODISTS OF MAINE, | 
VO THE FRIENDS AND PATRONS OF 'PHE MAINE 


WESLEYAN SEMINARY. 
Vor several years the Trustees of this Institution | 
have felt the necessity of a new Seminary building, 
but having been without means themselves necessary | 
tho .ts erection, they have thought it best to defer cal/- 
ine on their friends for aid until the severe embarrass- 
cients felt by nearly the whole community for several 
vears past should have so far passed away as to leave | 
. reasonable hope that such a call would be cheerfully | 
and fully responded to. That time is believed to have | 
cone, Accordingly, the Trustees have come to the} 
vouclusion to make an appeal to the public for the | 
ecossary means, and have succeeded in securing the | 
services of the Rev. D. B. Randall, as their agent, | 
wiv, after some brief time spent in his agency, feels 
fully confident of complete success, having nearly com- 
pleted arrangements for the liquidation of all the 
clalas against the Seminary, and received a very con- | 
lerable amount towards the erection of the contem- 
plated new building. His further success is conti- | 
ly hoped, and every possible co-operation and as- | 
sistence solicited from every friend of the Seminary, | 
wd especially from the members of the Maine Con-! 
fereuce, who at their last meeting, passed the follow-| 
soy resolution : . 
Resolved, That ifthe Trustees of the Seminary | 
vil continue their efforts to carry on the school, and | 
shail appoint an agent to cullect funds for the relief’) 
ofthe institution, we will cordially co-operate with | 
the egent.” 
Be. Randall will, in the course of the winter, visit 
various sections of the State, and will be prepared to 
‘vit fully the affairs of the Seminary. We hope | 
evr friends will receive him cordially, listen atten-| 
tively to the exhibition he will give of the wants of | 
the Seminary, and respond generously to our call tor 
aid im the erection of a new Seminary building, now 
so inuch needed for the accommodation and conveni-| 
ence of our increasing number of scholars. 
J. Haynes, Secretary. 


inont’s Hill, Dec. 7, 1844. 
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RESOLUTIONS. 

R-. Stevens:— The following resolutions were | 
passed unanimously at the first Quarterly Meeting) 
Conference for Surry, Bluehill and Trenton Circuits, | 
holden at Surry, Dee. 7, 1844. 

!. Resolved, That we approve of the proceedings 
of (he majority of the late General Conference, in sus- 
tainiag the doings of the Baltimore Conference in the 
case of Rev. Mr. Harding. | 

2. Resolved, That we also approve of their doings | 
in advising Bishop Andrew to desist from the exercise 
uf his Episcopal office until he should free himself from 
the ineurabrance of slavery 

3 Resolved, That we do not concur in, but strongly | 
eeprecate, and oppose any sectional division or separ- 
aon from the M. E. Church, as contemplated in a se- 
ries of resolutions of the late General Conference. 

1. Resolved, That we deeply lament the proceed- 
ings of Bishop Soule in extending an invitation to 
Bishop Andrew to accompany him in kis visitations 
at the sessions of the Southern Annual Conferences, 
contrary to the sense of the late General Conference. 

Biuehill, Dec. 7, e444. H. Cuase, Sec’t. 


COMPROMISE, 

‘ue editorials in the Herald on church division, 
‘oumpromise, &c. &c., are wel] received * down east” 
seve. The Herald is doing a good work. The Lord 
»° with you, influence your heart, and direct your pen 
ut this critical time. Amen. 

Cuas. L. Brownina. 


‘ 
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Mr. Editor,—I perceive by the Scottite paper of the 
‘th inst, that Mr. Potter has challenged me to a pub- 
lic combat in reference to the matters of my article of 
Jet 30, and says he * will endeavor to satisty the pub- | 
lic that his article of Aug. 3 presents the truth, and | 
noting but the truth.” Now this is sheer bravado, 
which Mr. P., in the absence of all grounds to gain- | 
say the facts stated in my article, has adopted to| 
cover his retreat. It reminds me of an instance of 
sim:lar prowess which occurred a few years since in} 
the Connecticut Valley, and which with Mr. P.’s| 
leave I will relate. A young widower had enjoyed 
the bliss of a second marriage but a few days, when 
a young lady, who thought he had unkindly left her des- 
olite, reported that she had expected he would marry | 
her, and that he had given her encouragement to 
that effect. Whereupon he, finding his character was | 
sulfering in the village, called upon her and pre- 
sented a paper which stated that he had given her 
no such encouragement, and which he required her 
to sign. She refused. He insisted, and told her that 
if sh2 did not sign it he would have the matter be- 
fore a public meeting of the village for investigation. 
‘his threat he held as a rod over her till she complied, | 
and signed the paper. But as soon as he had retired, | 
she stated that what she had signed was false, and that 
she had signed it through fear; and continued to re- 
peat her former assertions respecting him. Whatever | 
effect such pugilism may have on a timid female, it| 
ean have little influence on the minds of sensible men. | 
Bot if Mr. P. really wishes a public contest of that kind, 
he ioay have the whole field to himself without let or 
liudrance from me; and he way achieve and enjoy | 
the victory and triumph without a rival. 

Iie proposes on that occasion to show that his arti- 
cle of Aug. 3 was true. ‘The substance of that article 
is e:nbraced in the two following questions. 1. Do I 
owe him 8252 This he claims on the gronnd that he 
hired M. E. preachers to supply the mission after he 
had seceded, till the next Conference. But if he did! 
this, it was without my authority or knowledge, and 
also after the mission itself had seceded. It is there- 
fore ridiculous to claim pay of me for that service.— 
But I have said it is not true that he employed M. EF. 
preachers as above stated. But if he did, let him now 
state who they are—I should like to know their names. 
Until I hear from the men themselves [ shal] discredit 
the statement. If he claims that he only “said that 
225 had been withheld from the mission,” and not that 
l owed it to him, as Rev. Mr. Horton thinks he means, 
then alll have to say is, that he-must apply for the 
money to the man who withheld it. If it is not claimed 
thar T owed it to Mr. Potter, then we have no dispute 
on that point. 

. The other question is this. Did he procure the 
secession? If he did, then he betrayed his trust as a | 
inissionary, and ought to refund the $75 he had re-| 
ceived for raising up the societies. But | have shown | 
in vay article of Oct. 30 that he did procure the seces- | 
sion, therefore he ought to pay back the money, as |}; 
have requested. 

Rit I perceive { am assailed from another quar-|\ 
ter, Rev. J. Horton has entered the arena of contest, | 
and, in espousing the cause of his friend, has so be-| 
lsluved my poor self, censuring my words and con-| 
de: aing my spirit, that with some it may be doubtful 
whether [ shall ever survive the onset. How then 
shall [ order my speech before this champion? or how 
revulate my temper in the prasence of this discerner of 
spirits? With his leave I will say, that if he or others 
draw unfavorable inferences from the facts stated in 
ay article, as he has done in his strictures, the respon- 
sibility must be with him who originated the facts, 
aut with those who draw the inferences, I stated the 
fxers in the case as they are, and Mr. H. and his 
friends are at liberty to make such inferences as they 
judge to be logical. But let me whisper a simple tru- 
ista in Mr. Horton’s ear: the opinions we torm of 
strangers frequently undergo material moditications af- 
ter a more intimate acquaintance. In reference to my 

rticle Mr. Horton asks, “Are such the means by 
which Episcopal Methodism is to be built up and sus- 
tained?” In reply, I woald humbly submit that Epis- 
copal Methodisin, alias true Wesleyan Methodism, has 
hitherto been built up and sustained by three things: 
the Lord, the truth, and honest men. Was not Mr. H. 
for many years of the same opinion ? 

But he has brought against me and other members 
of the Conference a charge never before heard of, 
which he seems to have nursed in his heart for more 
than four years. It is this: “that at the Lowell Con- 
ference, J, with others, attempted the ruin of Rev. L. R. 
Sunderland’s ministerial character.” To what shall 
we attribute a charge like this? Is it malice or love? 
When Mr. H., myself and the whole Conference 
sat in solemn judgment in the case of the accused | 
brother above named, I voted with the majori-| 
ty to sustain some of the specifications against him, | 
and Mr, [Lorton voted with the minority to clear him ;| 
if he then declares, without the least evidence, that I | 
and others voted to ruin the accused brother, regard- | 
less of the evidence in the case, may we not, with | 
equal truth and charity, jadge that Mr. H. voted, on! 
mere party considerations, toclear the accused brother, | 
without regard to the merits of the evidence in the 
frial. Will he accept of this mode of judging 2? Such 
‘@ practice is dangerous to thie peace of any commu- 
nity, and in its tendency is subversive of all law and 
order. To be capable of it, as in the above instance, in- 
stance indicates an accumulation of party spleen which 
must yield to its possessor any thing but tranquillity of 
enind. Yours, &c., 

Danvers, Nov. 28, 1244. 





R. Ransom. | 
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EXCHANGES. | community as the interests of the rest may demand.— 


At the New Bedford District Preachers’ Meeting The self-respect of New England demands of her to 
holden in this town during the past week, the expedi- repel this treatment, or at least not to succumb a mo- 
eney of more frequent exchanges among the preach- | ment to any of its humiliating demands, 
ers, was freely discussed. After listening to the argu-| Jt jg painful to witness the attempts recently made 


ments pro and con which the discussion elicited, it TSE . ° i 
ae Mdeddiasnely <7 ee es palin distinguish New England as sui generis in Meth- 


| ° . . . . 
Resolved, That it is expedient for the preachers to | odism—or incapable of consolidation with our com- 
exchange more frequently than has been the practice | mon cause, and this simply because she has found it 
of tate. ‘necessary in her dense community, to adopt modes 


But in the absence of the good old-fashioned system |, . 5 ss : : : 
of circuit itinerancy, it was felt that something else which have no interference with essential Methodism, 


was needed which would somewhat systematize their | @nd every one of which she borrows from the Wesleyan 
future exchanges. Whereupon the meeting unani- | Methodists of England, and most of which are now be- 
nously recommended the stationed preachers of New ing adopted in the cities of all our Middle Conferen- 


Bedford and vicinity to arrange and publish in the Pigs at ‘ iain te 
. - . » s , fe 

Herald a plon of exchanges among themselves, to ex- | ~"™" a ee ee eee ee 

Brethren seem to forget that 


tend to the close of the present Conference year. [ts | 8 evidence against us. 
»ublication was desired in order that other preachers | a similar storm raged in the Baltimore Conference it- 
on the District and elsewhere, might, if they should | self, and all the middle church—that it related to our 


leem it proper, go and do likewise. The New Bed- ceili seiilieds ail ts Wines Canieebtienne oltil 
ford and Dartmouth preachers accordingly met and | Chrch polity, whereas in New England itarose chietly 


ndopted the following plan, the insertion of which in| from another and higher question, and that the latter 
your paper will be gratifving to many, ‘has suffered much less than did the former. It may be 
The preachers of the four stations are to exchange | said unhesitatingly, that in no section of the church 
twice a month, on the afternoon of the day on which 
the exchange occurs. The figures in the plan de- | s : ; 
note the several preachers, as follows:—1, L. Bates; | cult than in New England. Sie prizes Methodism, and | 
?. J. S. House ; 3, N. B. Wheeler; 4, J. Livesey, Jr. hus done it good service, she has given it four of its Bish- | 
{ 





-* 





would a radical change of our economy be more difli- 





Che plan to go into operation in January next. ops, a Fisk, an Olin, a Ruter, a Wright, a Cox, a Lee, | 


. b ' “o ** . . . . . | 
Jan. ; Feb. Mare h April May |} and many if not most of its foreign missionaries, The 
12 26 9 3 9W 13 WF 113 a 
Fourth St i222 be SS G2 |chureh will judge whether she deserves the treatment 
Elm St.. ° Ae ee 4 8 2 | | recently awarded her, because simply, she is endeav- | 
Pleasant St, 8 2 1 4°83 2 #2 4 8 & J oring to restore the sentiments of our fathers on the | 
Dartmouth, 13 2 ft 4 3 2 1 4 _° 3 | greatest social and moral enormity of the age. | 
Per order of the preachers, J. Livesey, Jr. | 
New Bedford, Dec. 11, 1844. aa aa cea 


REV. MR. PINLEYS OPINION, 


| 
We give this week on the outside the reply of Drs. 


‘ ah APA bl ’ 
CORRECTION, | | 
Rr. Stevens :—As we have been accused of count-| Bangs and Peck to Dr. Tomlinson’s inquiries. Mr. | 
ng for members of our society all who are accustomed | Finley, the other commissioner, has also replied; we 
0 attend our meetings, and as that has been alleged , have seen but the following extract from the reply of 
against us in this place, and as I want every thing to| 
ippear in its true light, | feel called upon to correct | 
n error which appears in the Minutes of our late An- | 
nual Conference. 
Our Minutes report 78 in society at Bluehill. 
| 
| 


os 


“the old chief,” as the old missionary is called in the | 
west, but it is enough, and worthy of him. 


“Tn reference to your inquiry I can only speak for 
myself, as T have no opportunity of consulting the 
jother brethren. My understanding was that the divi- 
) sion of the Book Concern and Chartered Fund was to 
ibe made if the South should secede from the Meth- 
i odist Episcopal Church. On June the 3d Dr. Capers 
HERALD AND JOURNAL | presented resolutions for an amicable division of the 

* |ehurch, which were not carried; and it was stated that 
; the South would have to secede; and the resolutions 
jof the committee of nine were passed in reference to 
jsuch a result, or why would it be necessary to alter 
| the restrictive article unless it was to enable those 
who might secede to obtain their proportion of the 
PConciaded.) (stock? If they should remain one and the same 
Methodist Episcopal Church, there would be no reason 
DEMANDS ON NEW ENGLAND. for this alteration. It could be divided, as it is now, 
Thirdly. The Dr. demands a certain explanation | *mongst the members of the same family. And unless 
the South secede and leave the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, | shall not feel myself at liberty to act; nor 
will I, unless this should be the case, which I hope 
know the views and purposes of our New England | never will. But if brethren will go, why then I hope 
brethren, Do they purpose to contend for a ru'e of they will cet their just dues.” 
Discipline which shall make the emancipation of slaves 
hy those who hold them a condition of church membership ? 
If they do not, we cannot perceive any thing which 
threatens to disturb the peace of the church, whether , 
the division now threatened be consummated or not; 
but, if they do, there will be no peace until the) at New England from nearer neighbors, we are right 
question is settled, by a separation of the New Eng- 
land Conferences from the wain body, or by secessions 
from the churches among themselves—another Scot- i 
tite affair. * * * * * * We confess that we do not therefore she can better understand us. The sympa- 
believe that any considerable portion of the ministry thies of New England with the West have been in- 
or membership of the New England Conferences will 
contend for such a rule of Discipline. We do not 
think they desire it; but it is our duty to apprise them 
that fears are entertained by some on this subject, and 
the time has come to quiet these fears if they are ever be dear to us, and will never tind us unworthy of 
groundless, as they may have an injurious effect in the them. 
present state of the church, 


It should read 28. H. Cuasr. 
Bluehill, Dec. 9, 1844. 





WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 18, 1844. 


DR. BOND ON COMPROMISE. 


of New Eneland thus:— 


To answer this question, it would be necessary to 





NEW ENGLAND AND TILE WEST. 


While surmises and queries are impertinently thrust 


glad to find the noble West appreciating us justly. 
Our sons are scattered all over her rich fields, and 


creased, since the last General Conference, to the high- 
est admiration and affection. Her magnanimous Fin- 


leys, Ejliotts, Hamlines, and innumerable others, will 


The Pittsburg Christian Advocate speaks the 
following good word for us. 
We come directly to the poi iv swe . iin 3 

| etl e point ane give an answer, NEW ENGLAND. 

in which we believe all the East will concur, viz., that We deem it nothing more than an act of justice to 

while New England agrees with the assertion (in our, New England to publish the following, which we find 

, ; wn : -« thea PD . ranean a oe . ee 

preceding remarks on immediate emancipation) that!) Me Phila, Ch. Re pository. New England we think 
7 has been greatly abused of late. ‘True, she may have 

' ny) her faults, but she has her virtues; and many shining 

out sin,* and therefore it would be wrong to exclude | ones are hers. As Cowper said of Old so would we 


members from the church for it under all circumstan- | say of .Vew England :-— 


the nominal or legal relation of slavery may exist with- 


ces—while she has no intention, tacit or expressed, ‘With ail thy faults we love thee still.” 


of insisting on such a proposition in our present cir- | paras 


DR. DURBIN. 


The Southern Christian 


cumstances, deeming it both unjust and impolitie,— 
yet is her intention to abide by the constitution of the 
church as it now is, and to use her constitutional pow- Advocate (Charleston) 
ers for the “extirpation” of slavery, as prudence, the speaks thus of this distinguished man—one of the 
best interests of the whole church and the Providence brightest ornaments of our church :— 

of God may demand; and we believe she would not It may be thought that Iam severe upon Dr. Dur- 
listen a moment to any proposition requiring her to bin; I mean to be so. In all that was said in the Gen- 
eral Conference on this subject, there is not a word 
which betrays so much malice toward slaveholders, or 
so much presumptuous ignorance of the subject, as 
herself and the constitution of the church too much to. those gratuitous remarks, which I have quoted above, 
trom his speech. 


restrict her present constitutional rights to discuss, to 
petition or to legislate on the subject. She respects 
give any pledge whatever, except to abide by that con- 


stitution prudently and in the fear of God. Yetthere, The passage in his speech quoted is the follow- 
is no portion of the church that has more of her sym-  ing:— 
pathies and even adiniration than the noble Baltimore “We have also been told, sir, that the early Meth- 


Conference and similar border sections; she is not Ovists, in their protest against slavery, went further 


* b) 12 ans yet} * » Yo ar 
willing that they should be sacrificed to the Moloch of than Christ and his Aposties had done. Nay, 
: sir, we have had arguments to-day drawn trom 


slavery, and we are sure that as the brethren from Bal- the Bible to sustain slavery. What do brethren 


mean, sir? Is it their intention to plead the word 
Conference, so they will ever find them, the most pru- of God in defence of slavery? Do they really believe 
with the brother from South Carolina, who spoke this 
morning, that the system of slavery is to find its au- 
thority 1p the Decalogue written by God’s own hand ? 
ald who, he says, wished to cut off Baltimore Confer- Sir, they cannot mean this, they will not aftirm this, 
ence, and all “at a single stroke” and “incold blood.” and yet we are gravely told that because the com- 
This very brother long ago publicly corrected the tmandiment refers to the ox, the uss and the man-ser- 

P ; vant, and the maid servant, in the same connection, 
apes that therefore the right of property was assumed on 
prehension is founded, and we heard him since, in a the same eround for the latter as tor the former. As 


timore found her representatives at the last General 


dently considerate of their circumstances of any dele- 


gation there. Dr. Bond refers to a writer in the Her- 


typographical error in his letter, in which this misap- 


large assembly of our preachers, scorn the idea that) well go a little farther, and assume that the wi/é 
that noble Conference should be thus sacrificed. It is 9° Was a chattel according to the intent of the com- 
uandment. O! sir, Phope we shall never be com- 
; pelled to hear the Bible,—the record of God’s truth, | 
’y papers which should be our proper representatives, | the charter of human freedom and human rights, ape | 
ihat we have suffered for years in the opinions of our pealed to in support of American slavery.” 


by such incessant partial references to New England 


orethren elsewhere, Now we venture this assertion, viz., that if the above 

And now, in the coolest mood in which we ever took passage from Dr. Durbin were presented for the | 
i . : r os ae a ee fy ° » 

‘p our pen, we do, in the name of ail New England, judgment of all the world, Protestant, Papal, Pagan 

epel the late numerous insinuations and queries about and Mahoinedan, except sinply the Southern States, 

ier, as indignities unworthy alike of their authors and that it would be complimented as worthy of a high- 

fourselves. Inthe General Conference it is said, minded, honest-hearted and enlightened man. 

Let New England go;” the Southern papers ring 

against her integrity as a part of the 


hureh, and others that should know better, and that 


” 


ANDREW AT THE VIRGINIA 
CONFERENCE, 


We quote the following from the 





vith charges | 
BISHOP 
atimate they know better, still come to her with que- 


ies and admonitory summons to explain, to pledge, Richmond Advyo- 


we. cate :— 
Vhy, weask, the demand of these pledges froin 


“Bishop Andrew, we have said was also present, | 
not as a visitor, but in his official character as one of 
ur American liberty, that a representative govern- the Bishops of the Methodist Episcopal Church.— | 
rent under a good constitution may be relied upon, {le came at the instance, and by the official invi- 

: tation of Bishop Soule. He came as a Bishop, and 
was received and recognized as a Bishop in the full 
possession of his Episcopal office and authority. The | 
ienera! Conference, that we must demand pledges or Conference, by an unanimous vote, invited bim to par- | 
tipulations from a section of the church in respect to ticipate with Bishop Soule in the exercise of his 
| Episcopal powers and prerogatives. And, having set- | 
oe ae Ds ; : tled it as his ‘sense’ that he ought not to ‘ desist’ from 
Or, is New England so imbecile, so green, the exercise of his Episcopal functions, he took the | 
nat she cannot be trusted with such rights? This chair, presided over the Conference, and on Sunday | 
uspicious New England is a large and respectable “/lernoon, after preaching a truly Apostolical sermon | 
in the morning, he ordained those who had been elected 
: ie to the order of Deacons in the church of God. Thus 
art of the land, with a ministry equal to about one fylfijling the highest calling of his office anong us,— 
wurth of the whole M. FE. ministry after the division;' Thereby showing his and our ‘sense’ of the anomalous, | 
irnishing more academically educated men to the 8d never-to-be-reverenced-proceedings of the late, | 
ainistry” than all the rest of the church put to- | oe last General Conterence of the united Methodist | 

as sae heals ; Episcopal Church. | 
ether; with more literary institutions under her care, | 


New ngland ? Is the doctrine upon which is founded 


3 this refuted? Can we no longer rely on our church 


onstitution and the wisdom of our representatives in 


ow she will ever hereafter use her constitutional 


ights ? 


ection of the church, located in the most intelligent 


This Conference voted against the Holston Confer- 
ence’s plan for compromise, declaring the division of | 
the church inevitable, &c. Thus the South is at vari: | 
ance with itself, and this is but the beginning. | 


nd better supplied with good chapels than any other 
qual section of the denomination, the first to organize 
1e missionary cause in the church,t and among the 
remost in liberality to it; the first to establish a 
veekly press among us, and efficiently sustaining 
ull twice as many local periodicals as are issued| Professor Emory is in hopes that the difficulties in 
-om the General Book Concern; and yet she is re- pe vting! ge pe a tendency to delay the execution 
ys of the plan of separati j ; : ‘ 
srred to by many as if she were the “ Dog-town” (,  ¢ nee paration until after another General 
f odist co i long-necked peninsula, | onference, when some means may be devised to ena- 
f the Methodist community, & ong-necked peninsula, ble the Southern brethren. to oo, if they mast. ss 
tretching away out of sight, a sort of petty foreign | brethren, and not as seceders, 
olony to be regarded or disregarded by the rest of the amen, 
. is . ! 
The above is >; oes | 
: : i “4 
*Of course we mean without sin in the master; the laws a from the 1 ittsburgh Christian Ad 
which compel this relation are wrong, and the guilt pertains , Vocate. With some qualification we respond to it our | 
‘ -m 8 i 4 ants. See . We 3) r 
to the law makers ind their constituents ee Dr. Wayland’s ‘hearty amen. We oppose the “ plan” solely because | 
letter this week. j J 


§ The frat missionery society formed in the M. E. Charch it is unconstitutional, and with the hope that it may 
was at Lynn, Mass ‘he amended. 


‘T’o this we respond 
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BISHOP SOULE—DR. BANGS’ OPINION. 

Dr. Bangs speaks out in the last Christian Advocate 
and Journal on Bishop Soule’s remarkable conduct. 
He says :— , 

“T have read the letter of Bishop Soule to Bishop 
Andrew with no little astonishment. ° ™ 

Now what makes this most cordial invitation appear 
so extraordinary is that it is in direct hostility to the 
action of the General Conference, who declared it as 
their sense that Bishop Andrew should desist from the 
exercise of his episcopal functions while he remained 
connected with slavery. : F . 

It appears therefore that Bishop Soule has acted in 
the preinises, not only in hostility to the resolution of 
the General Conference, but also in opposition to the 
decree of at least a majority of his colleagues, and in- 
deed, if report may be relied on as correct, in opposi- 
tion to the judgment of all the Bishops except himself. 
Verily, if this be episcopal prerogative, | think we 
need no longer doubt whether “we have any episco- 
pacy!” When a single Bishop takes upon himse!f to 
nullify the doings of the General Conference, to raise 
himself above the majority of his colleagues, it is time 
for us to pause and seriously inquire to what all this 
will amount. 

I greatly honor the courage of the respectable editor 
of the Western Christian Advocate for resisting this 
unwarrantable stretch of episcopal prerogative, and I 
am greatly deceived if it will be quietly submitted to 
by a great portion of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 


[ cannot accifse myself of any personal hostility to | 
Bishop Soule; but trust I have been actuated by a/| 


high sense of duty to him, to myself, to the church, 
and her adorable Head. 1 think I have given sufficient 
evidence of my love for the episcopal office, in the 
manner in which I have endeavored to defend it from 
assaults; but I cannot consistently remain silent when 
I see it thus towering above law and order, in defiance 
of the General Conference, and the solemn action of 
a majority of the Bishops themselves,” 


THE DARKNESS THICKENS. 

The last Christian Advocate and Journal abounds 
in communications from all parts of the South against 
division, and inquiries what the minorities in the South 
can do under the “plan” of the General Conference. 
No man in his senses, we think, can question, that on 
that plan we are enjoined (not advised merely) not to 
recognize them. The words of the plan are these: 
“The ministers of the M. E. Church shall in no wise 
attempt to organize churches or societies within the 
limits of the church South, nor shall they attempt to 
exercise any pastoral oversight therein.” We italicise 
it. Yet, thank God, this legislation is unconstitution- 
al, and can apply no more to our Southern brethren, 
who are not willing to form a pro-slavery church, than 
to the moon. 


Dr. Bond says, in commenting on one of these let- 
ters :— 


There is a deep-seated attachment to the Union 
among the Southern Methodists, which has manifested 
itself in many pla¢es, in despite of all dangers. We 
have other communications from North Carolina, be- 
sides the one given above, as well as from Virginia, 
Kentucky, Tennessee, Mississippi, Georgia and Ala- 
bama, which assure us of the abiding attachmept of 
the Methodists of the several circuits trom which they 
write to the union of the Church. One of the letters 
from Alabaina states, that of the five hundred mem- 
bers on the circuit, three hundred are opposed to di- 
vision, and will not go it, let come what will. 

Meantime the General Conference papers in the 
slaveholding states not only advocate division strenu- 
ously, but with very few exceptions, and these under 
very peculiar circumstances, refuse their columns to 
all who would oppose it. To one of these papers the 
General Conference made a grant of $7,000 to release 
it from debt, in 1840, and to another a donation of 
$2,500, at the very last session of that body. Yet the 
friends of the General Conference, and of the union 
of the Church, are not allowed to defend either the one 
or the other in any of the Southern Methodist papers. 
It becomes, theretore, a very serious question whether 
the Church will abide by the arrangement which the 
General Conference made, to meet (he contingency of 
separation, should the convention which is to assemble 
at Louisville determine to erect an independent 
Church, under whatever form or name. 


It will be evident to all who carefully examine the 


provisions of the plan adopted by the General Confer- 
ence, that a state of things has happened which was 
not contemplated by the majority, and which is not 
provided for in the plan. In some parts of the country, 
south of the line which it was supposed would divide 
the Church, there are many members and some minis- 
ters, both travelling and local, who are unwilling, and 
who will absolutely refuse to be separated trom the 
M. E. Chureh, notwithstanding all they may be called 
to endure for their adhesion to Methodism—to primi- 
tive Methodism. {t must be admitted, moreover, that 
the M. E. Church cannot censtitutionally or righteous- 
ly deprive either the lay members or ministers of their 
ecclesiastical rights without their consent, unless for 
neglect or violation of duty—nor even for such cause 
by an act of the General Conference, but only in due 
course of disciplinary administration, But if the 
Church cannot, by an act of her highest judicatory, 
exclude any from her pale, or transfer them to any 
other Church, new or old, can the Chureh release her- 
self from the pastoral care of those who persist to 
claim their rights as members of the connection origi- 
nally formed? ‘The connection was a virtual compact 
between the parties. ‘The members promised to sub- 
mit themselves to the government and Discipline of 
the Church, and to receive her godly teachings; the 
Church promised pastoral care and oversight. God 
was the witness and the ratifier of the sacred compact. 
The members have fulfilled their pledge. Can the 
Church fail to fulfil her engagements, while the pos 

sibility remains, without a breach of faith—a sin 
agaimst God? And will her Lord and Lawgiver con- 
tinue to prosper her, if, for any consideration what- 
ever, she abandons his children, in this the time of 
their trial and distress? It would be a fearful thing 
to make the experiment. For ourself we dare not 
shun the responsibility imposed upon us by the tre- 
quent inquiries from our Southern brethren who desire 
to remain in the M. &. Church,as to what they have a 
right to expect, if they refuse to secede or enter any 
other ecclesiastical association ; and we have no hesi- 
tation in saying that they will, in such case, retain all 
the rights, privileges, and immunities which they have 
ever enjoyed as members or as ministers of the M. E. 
Church, 


We understand, then, the Doctor to say, that the 


plan of the General Conference is not constitutionally | 


binding on these minorities, or that if it were, it is not 
under the present circumstances. 


Bisuoe Soure.—The Richmond Christian Advo- 
cate says of the late Virginia Conference :— “In 
bringing the labors of the Conference to a close, Bish- 


op Soule delivered an address replete with information | 


and full of interest. 
clesiastical difficulties. His views are essentia!ly 


Southern. 


visions of the Discipline, especially in so far as it is 
an interference.with the civil institutions of the coun- 
try, he could not but deprecate it, as the cause of our 
present troubles, Bishop Soule must not be held re- 
sponsible for these words. 
sions of an address that will not soon be forgotten, or 
soon cease to operate on the minds of those who heard 
it.” 


Tue Moruer’s Assistant, &c.—The December 
number of this cheap and excellent monthly is out.— 
It inaintains undiminished its typographical and edito- 
rial excellence, and is worthy of a place in every New 
England faumily.—Wm. C. Brown, Boston. 


Tue FasuronaBLe Wire anp THE UNFASHION- 


ABLE Hussanp is the title of one of the excellent | 


works of the celebrated Quakeress Mrs. Opie, just 
reprinted by Sarton, Peirce § Co., Boston. 


Ten Years in OreGon, is the title of a new pub- 
lication of the Book Rooms, written by Messrs. D. 
Lee, and J. M. Frost, our late Missionaries to that 


territory. ‘here are some rather quaint specimens of 


style in the volume, but it abounds in information 
about the country, from its earliest discovery till the 





A portion.of it related to our ec-| 


Regarding the action of the late General 
Conference as a departure from the constitutional pro- | 


We but give our impres- | 


-—— 
EE ee 





SECESSION IN NEW ENGLAND. 

We receive frequent inquiries respecting the state 
of the secession conducted by Messrs. Scott, Horton, 
&c., in New England. So far as we can hear, it has 
long since ceased entirely to affect our churches. In- 
deed it is unquestionable that it has seen its day 
among us, and is fast declining. Many good men, 
despairing before the General Conference of the an- 
ti-slavery interest among us, were led in their zeal 





from the bosom of the church, where for years they | 
had been spiritually nurtured; but now, that slavery is_ 


virtually crushed in the church, and compromise it- 
self is abandoned, they begin to return to the fellow- 
ship of their old brethren. 
two Methodist organizations, holding virtually the 
same doctrines, theological as well as anti-slavery.— 
We could give most cheering facts, but wish not to 
touch a delicate chord. Let such brethren be welcomed 
back again; their sufferings in the distractions of the 
secession will but render that home, with its old fel- 
lowship of love and holiness, more steadfastly dear. 


Dr. Waytanp on Stavery.—The Reflector says 


— Every mail brings us new expressions of interest | 


in the letters of Dr. Wayland. Correspondents speak 


of them with enthusiasm and the most gratifying no- | 


tices are made by the conductors of the press, The 
Christian Politician, of Cincinnati, edited by Rev. 
W. H. Brisbane, regrets that Dr. W. should have 


‘spoken of the bad spirit of the abolitionists, bat says 


of his letters, which he copies at length,—“In our 
opinion we have read no argument from any quarter 
so siinple and yet so conelusive against slavery.” 


Maine Wesrtevan Seminary.—We refer our 


They see no necessity for | 


| 


| 
| 


Maine readers to the article respecting this Seminary | 


in another column. Brethren, rally to the rescue of 
this useful institution. It has been an honor to you 
and Methodism. Never forfeit that honor by neglect- 
ing it. Where are the liberal hearted men in Maine 
who prize education, and will stretch forth a generous 


hand to second it? Let them step forth. 


Br. Henson, agent for the Canada mission among | 
the self-emancipated colored people, will address the | 
congregation at Church Street next Sabbath afternoon, | 


and a collection wil! be taken for the benefit of the 
mission. The cause is one among the most benevo- 
lent of the age, and the agent well qualified to advo. 
cate it. Will the friends of the cause attend? Let 
us have a full house and a large collection. 


The feir for the benefit of the Massachusetts Aboli- 
tion Society was opened on Tuesday, Dec. 17, at 10 
o'clock A. M. It will continue through the week. 
The fair is held at the Marlboro’ Chapel. 

It will be a very interesting occasion; we hope al] 
the friends of the cause will liberally patronize it. 


A Missionary Sapsatu Scuoor Exuisirion is to 
be given at the Church Street Church on Christmas 
evening. 

The amount of donations and subscriptions, taken 
at the anniversary of the Church Street Benevolent 
Society held on Sabbath evening last, was S110 82. 

Westrietp NewsLerrer.—We very cordially put 
this sheet on our exchange list. It is one of the best 
conducted papers we receive from the interior. #2 

. | 
per annum. 
a a - | 

Pnoxocrapny.—We refer our brother who inquires 

about Phonography to our first page. 


WATCH-NIGHT. 


TO THE METHODISTS IN NEW ENGLAND. 

Dear Brethren and Sisters :—I have a proposition to 
make, which is this: that there be a watch-night ob- 
served on every circuit and station in New England on 
the last night of this year, in special reference to a gren- 
eral revival of religion among us: and that some time, 
before the first of March, 1845, each preacher having 
charge of the several circwits and stations, report through 
the Herald the result of the meeting in connection with 
Now, 


brethren and sisters, what say you to the proposition ? 


the stute of religion in their respective charges, 


Perhaps you ask the reasons for making it. 
as follows :— 

1. The closing up of a year is a time well suited for 
serious reflection. At such times the mind is easily 
arrested and directed to the great interests of the 
soul, 

2. It isa time when the people are generally dis- 
posed to attend meeting, and listen to the word of the 
Lord. 

3. It seems to me that it is high time a simultaneous 
effort was made fora revival. Can there be a more suit- 
able time for such an effort than the last night in this 
year? 

4, [ should like to hear from every circuit and sta- 
tion in New England, respecting the state of religion 
among them, and [ presume such information would 
The revival department 
in the Herald has been rather lean lately; and, I pre- 


be alike interesting to you, 


sume, brother Stevens would like to have it well sup- 
plied, as well as most of its readers. 

Now for the manner of holding the meeting.— 
Don’t have too much preaching; perhaps one sermon 
Give all the brethren 
and sisters au opportunity to labor. 


wil] be sufficient in each place. 
Spend most of 
the last hour in praying for serious persons, and those 
who desire the blessing of * perfect love.” Let the last 
five minutes be spent in secret prayer. 
A word more. Make every possible effort to settle 
| all church ditticulties before that time. 
| Now, brethren nnd sisters, will you all go to meet- 
ing on that evening ? 
Go to labor for the salvation of souls. 
I am done. 


God bless you and give you an * inher- 

itance among thein that are sanctified.” 

An Irineranr PREACHER OF THE 
Provipence CONFERENCE. 


Dee. 15, Ind. 


Tue Cucrcars.—For several weeks past we have 


ual but substantial revivals of the work of God.— 


lthere is reason to believe that pure religion is ad- 


The Presiding 
Elders and preachers report most favorably. 


The 


, general Church is passing through a thrilling crisis, 
| 


{vancing in most of our churches. 


‘but let us not in the agitation ef the hour forget onr | 
|appropriate work, which is the spread of Scriptural ho- | 
|liness over the land. While slavery is falling in the | 


|church, and all hearts are palpitating at the sight, let 
jus put on renewed strength and push onward our 


| great local growth of our 


|churches, the Missionary, educational, and Sabbath 


interests, the spiritual 
| School enterprises. Some of vs must write on the 
| controversial questions which are rife, and defend our 


| true relative position to them, but most of us have 
other and better work, Let us do it with our might. 


| 


! 
} 
{ 
i 


| Fainrirep Cirevrr, Me.—Rev. H. W. Latham 


j writes, Dec. 9—Br. Stevens:— You may say to the 
| friends of Zion that the Lord is with us and is reviving 
{the work of holiness in the church. Backsliders have 


been reclaimed, a few sinners have been converted, 


present time. It gives an unfavorable impression of} class meetings powerful, prayer meetings interesting, 


the territory, both as respects its settlement and its 
evangelization. Waite, Peirce § Co., Boston. 


work enough, We are looking for a gracious shower; 
we beg the prayers of all. 


They are 


Go to stay until 12 o’clock.— | 


| presented our readers with cheering accounts of grad- 


Though no religious excitement exists among us, | 





REPORT OF THE COMMITTEL 5 

Dear br. Stevens,—Allow me to addy. 
lines upon your eriticisa of my article 
ject. 1 shall only notice two or three o) 
points, and these very briefly, as my « 
was merely to give my views of the ch 
jects of the report, and as Lapprehend, a ), 
cussion of the qnestion at issue is not eal! 
first of all, you will please to ace pt iny 
ments for your very trank admission of al! 
DESIGN of the commitiee of mine, and 
Conference in adopting the report, viz 
agaist the evils of the separation thr 
to provide for the division of the eure! 

a little comforting to the writer, and 
others similarly involved. Jt is a gre: 
charged with mal-conduct, to have the 
motives, as it essentially lessens the ¢ 
palliates the punishment. But fam surpr 
still insist that the report is a ** PLAN oF 
If you are correct in this, and your ad 
founded, the General Conference stands 
a dreadful BLUNDER—a most disastrous ; 
mark. That they should be aiming at « 
do another diametrically opposite, is truly 
if it be so, you are certainly entitled to i 
tion for the discovery. (1.) 

Another singular circumstance in t 
that document is a plan of division, whe 
provisions can take effect, ull arden the | 
ally occurs. That is, those who are t 
new organizaton, must cease to be members 
Church, before any one arricle of that 
yo into operation — It will then operate as 
in regard to the boundary line, drawn by y 
arations. Till that moment it hes ade d le 
then can it be a“ plan of division?" Itis | 
possible in the nature of things. When the 
has taken place, the contingency to which 1! 
looks, it will then rise, as from ‘the dead 
effect. (2.) Not however toexpel member 
privileges without a trial. It propeses no 
It only requires that we shali not ¢ 
within the territory of the new chure 
pastoral care over fragments of churcl» 
separated, if such there should be. An 
reasons, that they will generally have the 
ers, the same means of grace, and the 
they have had heretofore; and secon 
be highly impolite, if not absolately 
exercise such care. Will you pre 
drawal of the church of her pastoral « 
or from five hundred seattered imei 
South in the contingency supposed, | 
them preachers, is a violation ot 1} 
article, which secures to our members | 
trial before the society 2 You dare 3 
tion. You know it is untenabl ‘] 
church is frequently foreed to do 1} 


where the truth ts presehed, as will be 
South, but where it is not. As. for 
is lated societies run down, or are broke 
so that there are but few lettin the eh 
itis notavi lation of the fifih restri 

this in given cases, ean it be a violation 
for the « hurch tos ‘Vv thatshe w ill aguith ‘ 


geney? If the foregoing is not the prope 
lake ¢ the document uader consideration, | 
hesitancy in saying, that your unworthy corres 
and his coadjuters need the pity of 


men for the obtuseness of their intellect 
| referred to the action taken in the Ci: 


which has never been objected to as uneos 
as a prece dent fi r the act on of the Get 
ence inthe present case. | affirm d th 


minority of members in Canada who wer 
the separation of that Conference tr 
Church. (4.)) Ll now repeat the affirmation, 
deny it, | pledge myself to prove tt to ys 
isfaction. But, nevertheless, the Gener 
dissolved the connection between that cor 
the church by a direct vote, and retired frot 
leaving the seattered minorities to look ou! 
selves. ‘This, you say, was done on the yp 
they were a mission, and therefore was pro; 
think the General Conterence has a right 
members in the missions without the trial 
the fifth restrictive article. But why did 5 
my arguments and demonstrate this p 
very luiportant to your object. Just prov 
fifth restrictive article does not respect t! 
the church in missions as well as others 
withdraw all | have said upon the Canada ¢ 
here is the difficulty, you cannot prove it. | 
article been designed to seenre the rig 
members of the church in the regular w 
to others, would there not have been an in’ 
such design inserted somewhere? But t! 
certainly contains no such intimation, and | 
it can be found in any other work in the w 

Dr. Bangs, whose history you quote, does 
that the vote of the General Conterence | 
case was based upon their missionary char 
this no more pr ves that the fitth restr 
does not cover members in iissions, t 
act of that body proves that it does not cover > 
members. The ditference between Cana I 
parts of the work, as stated by your histor 
That the first preachers went there as! 
And did not the first preachers who went > 
missionaries? 2d. That those preachers ' 
went as vilu teers. But suppose they « 
as Methodist preachers, to do the work ot 
preachers, and receive members ace rd 
discipline, as they had done in cter 
But there are scores of preachers now 
know that they went to the wilds of C 
voluntarily than they went to other parts 
If these circumstances constitated a velunty: 
with Canada, they constitute a similar con) 
South, and if, therefore, the connection of ! 
with the church may be dissolved at the 
General Conference, against the wishes ot : 
members, may not that body cease to exer 
care Over a scattered few in the South 
wishes? The truth is, the disciplinary ru! 
E. Churen are the same in the missions i! 
as elsewhere, and this attempt to evade 
drawn from the Canada caseis utterly abor 
then, the General Conterence, in propos 
draw pastoral care from certain members 
who may adhere to the church, acted u1 
ly, it only followed the example set 
Conference of 1220, which withdrew s 
from all ite members m Quebec, anc, 
Lower C nada, parts of which, with 1 
other property, then belonged to the \ 
New England Conferences,* and as 
by the General Conference of Ir, » 
Conference became independent. 

In respect to cour quotation from the 
-rovidence Conference, it will be seas 
write again when you shall have 


ments bearing upon that document ) 
true of three propasitions in brother F 
pray 


which you direct my attention. 
proposition, L need only say, it has ex 
to the distribution of funds, and it « 
invalidate the part of the report 
point You will, however, observe t 
sioners are not to act till t 
annual conferences is obtained. ‘Phos \ 
bly he before the next General Conte 
should be, the commissioners may ret 
the fact, se that they will preb i's 
that time, when the whole matter n 
Thus U dismiss the subject. Wi 
may entertain of the report, the separat 
ble. Those who are slavelio!d: rs trem + 
tend to remain such, will probably leas 
nnite ina pew organization. Adumoatty 


be constitutional, whether they wail be 
benetit of its provisions isexceedi \ 
has been their reeklessness since the Gr 


) 


ence, and so flagrantly have they vie 
understanding of all parties im t 
report, they lave probably sacriticed 
advantages :t migh: otherwise have seeu 
provision for any necessity for a sepor 
created by their violent agitations ‘hi 
gates cla med to be sober wen—they cr 
ful sterm which would meet the 
They thought they should be ineapal 

it, and that the only way tosave pool Met 
would be for them to separate | Tivs is 
of anew organizition nomed in thi 
jority did not dream that these delegates 
home to kindle the fires of radicalism an 
over the country. No, the understu 
they were going to labor for peace and 
instead of this they have been at work 
necessity of separation which they, G6 
exist. These among them who deny 
proper, is a moral evil, that is, sin, are pT 
in the movement and will separate And 
ion, they had better. t 


non 


‘ 


And as to the rest, 
no difficulty in remaining in the ehurel, 
anti-slavery character, other than what may | 
the hostility of their own neighbors and bre 
these views be correet, the report is 
whether constitutional or not, and here \ 
wil: close my remarks by solciting sp‘ 
fo an extract from the pen of Dr Ohn, ta 
Christian “Advocate, which I herewrh 
publication, as an offset to your qutail n 


Emory. Yours very aff ciionate ly, — 
Worcester, Dec 11, 1244 nialats 


*For the particulars in this ease, the re ud 
Bang’s History, Voi. LL pp. 19-182. 
carefully read in connection with this diseussios 
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BIOGRAPHICAL. 


A WATCHMAN FALLEN. 

Rev. Addison Childs died of the typhus fever at 
the residence of Br. Kimbal Harlow, in Duxbury, 
‘Tuesday evening, Nov. 5, 1844, in the twenty-third 
year of his age and the third year of bis tinistry. 
He was born of religious parents in the town of 
Henniker, N. H1., Oct. 16, 1821. At the early age 
of fourteen he experienced the pardoning love of 
God and joined the Orthodox Congregationalist 
Church. He removed to Provincetown, Mass., June, 
1841, and took charge of an academy belonging to 
the Methodist Society in that place. 

There becoming more fully acquainted with the 
doctrine and usages of the M. E. Church, he dis- 
solved his counection with the church of which he 
was « member, and became united with the M. E. 
Church in Provincetown. He received his first li- 
cense to preach April 11, 1842, and in June fol- 
lowing Was appointed to supply the station at N. W. 
Duxbury, Mass. After laboring in this place al 
short time his health failed and he was ‘compelled | 
to leave. But during the year, having considerably | 
recovered his health, he connected himself with the | 
Providence Annual Conference of June, 1843, and 
was stationed at Hyannis, a village in the town of 
Barnstable, Mass., where he labored to the great! 
acceptance of the people. 

At the Conference of July, 1844, he was  sta- 
tioned at N. Bridgwater. The few months he la-| 
bored in this place were full of promise to himself] 
aud people. Because on the one hand they and) 
he saw in himself the symptoms of returning | 
health, and on the other a brightening prospect of 
usefulness. But on leaving this place to attend the 
preneher’s meeting at Duxbury in October, with a 
slight indisposition, he took a severe cold, which 
terminated in tever and finally in death. His re- 
mans were conveyed by his brother to be deposited 
m Henniker, N. H. And the occasion of his death 
was improved by brother Townsend to the afflicted 
people of his charge in av affecting and impressive 
discourse from 1 Cor. xv. 55—57. “Thus 
dieth, yea, man wasteth away. He giveth up 
ghost and where is he ?” 

Br. Childs was talented, laborious, affectionate 
and thithful, yea, “ full of faith and the Holy Ghost.” 
At the Eastham camp meeting in August, 1841, he 
experienced a great blessing, and from that time to 
the close of his life holiness was his all-absorbing 
theme. It was my lot in the order of Providence 
io labor the present vear contiguous to him, in the 
samme town, and as our fields of labor intersected 
euch uther we were often together, both in public 
and private. I never was with him without profit. 
God was ip all his thoughts. He was ambitious to 
approve himself to God, both as a Christian and 
miuister. Indeed he was so conscientious to do all 
he did only for God, and so unambitious of the 
praises of men, that | was constrained to believe 
grace had wrought a complete victory in his heart. 

His will was dethroned, but God’s will was his. 
The same grace wrought effectually in the hour of 
sickness and Jed him constantly to say, “ For me to 
live is Christ and to die is gain.” Thus early de- 
parted one full of maturity ; for virtue, not rolling 
suus, the mind matured. Thus early departed one 
fit to live or fit to die. One whose sweetness of 
temper and urbanity of manners would have en- 
deared him to all. The savor of his name to the 
people of bis charge “is as ointment poured forth.” 

But is he dead? Is he with us no more? With 
us who enjoyed his acquaintance, and who beunefit- 
ted hy his prayers, sought to strengthen each oth- 
er’s lands in the work of the ministry? with that 
bereaved flock who deeply mourn his loss? with 
her who had his confidence ? with an afflicted and 
broken family, aged parents, and bereaved brothers 
and sisters? He isno more. He now no longer 
bears a weight of bodily infirmity or mental de- 
pression; he is no longer pained at the wickedness 
of the wicked. He has ceased a hopeful ministry. 
he lias closed his conflicts and sufferings. Called 


off trom a post of duty where bis warm heart was 
expending its willing energies, he put off his armor 
because he was bidden, and only so; and has left a 
field of labor his ardent faith saw white and ready 
to the harvest, to go where “ he that soweth and he 
that reapeth shall rejoice together.” Brother Childs’ 
is dead but yet speaketh, speaks to ministers, + labor 
in hope and ye shall be partakers of your hope ;” 
speaks to Christians, “ follow me as I have followed 
Christ 7” to the wicked, “turn ye for why will ye 
die ;” this was his last text. May he not speak in 
L. Hartow. 





man 
the 


vain. 
N. Bridgwater, Dec. 5, 1844. 


Bx. Revgen C. Sewatt died of typhoid fever, 
at his father’s residence in Guilford, N. H., Nov. 
28, nved 24 years. He experienced religion at a. 
protracted meeting at Meredith Bridge, N. H., in 
1837, and connected himself with the church in 
that place; though at the time of his death he was | 
connected with the church in Charlestown, Mass., | 
Where he passed a few of his last months, previ- 
ons to his final sickness. Br. Sewall was a young 
man of great promise, and of happy influence in'| 
chureh and society, highly esteemed in his native 
pluce, and possessing a strong hold on the affec- 
tions of those who had become acquainted with 
himin Charlestown. No murmur escaped him dur- | 
The Chris- 
tian graces were eminently conspicuous in his, 
greatest sufferings. He testified that “ the presence | 
of God was with him,” and that his prospeets for 
heaven were bright and clear. So lives, so dies, 
and so “rests from his labor” the real Christian. 

Dec. » 1844. 


ing « protracted and severe illness. 


J. SANBORN. 





Ba. Wm. Cuase died at Rochester, N. H., Sept. | 
10, aged 43 years. He was converted and became | 
a member of the Church in 1830, under the labors | 


of Be. Saml. Norris. He was esteemed as a cit. | 
zen, beloved as a member of the church. He} 
was kind and affectionate in his family. In his | 


lust sickness he was sustained by the grace of God. 

He died triumphantly, and has gone to his reward 

with the blest. W. D. Cass. 
Rochester, Dec. 10, 1844. 


Senna, eldest daughter of Silas and Ruth Cush- 
man, of Southwick, died in Lancaster, Ms., Nov. 27, 
aged 21 years. Sister C. was converted in the au- 
tumn of 1841, under the labors of Rev. J. Cadwell, 
and immediately connected herself with the M. E. 
Church, of which she has ever since been an exem- 
plary member. It will be gratifying to her numer- 
ous friends to jearn that her end was peacetul.— 
Some time before her departure she expressed 
strong confidence in God, and we doubt not she 
sleeps in Jesus. H. Crark. 

Southwick, Nov. 28, 1844. 





Mr. Asa Cuapwick died in Bangor, Me., 24th 
ult. aged 74 years. Br. Chadwick had been a 
member of the Methodist E. Church about twenty 
years, He was on a visit from Sebasticook to his 
friends in this city, when he fell sick; he was 
tranquil and happy during his sickness, and tri- 
umphant in his death. Joux Hoparr. 

Bangor, Dec. 1, 1844. 

P. 8. Will New York papers copy. 





Mas. Saran B. Wuirrrer died in Bangor, Me., 
aged 29 years. Sister W. had been a worthy 
member of the M. E. Church about fourteen years, 
She was peaceful in her sickness, and unspeakably 
happy in her death. A husband is thus bereft of 
au affectionate and valuable companion, and three 
children of the counsel and care of a devoted 
mother. 


Bangor, Dec. 4, 1844. 
P.S. Will the Ch. Ad. and Journal copy the 


Joun Hosarr. 


*page 34, of the life of Rey. Adam Clark, I was clearly attaches to both of us. 
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Mas. Mary Crourman, died Oct. 27, aged 74 
years. Sister C. was a native of Marblehead, and 
one of the ‘first members of the M. E. Church in 
this place. For jifty-sir years she was a devoted 
member of our Zion. She was remarkable for 
strong faith, cheerfulness, and perseverance. She 
was, eimphatically, an every day Christian. She 
did not rise and fall with the varying state of religion 
around her. A  peace-maker was the honorable 
title given ber by common consent. Although she 
was unable to speak, for several of her last days, 
yet no doubt is eutertained of ber “abundant en- 
trance” into the kingdom of heaven. 

Marblehead, Dee. 7. J. S.J. Gripvey. 


law has been enacted, we may be free from guilt, 
though we violate it. If, on the other hand, we 
know of its existence, and, with adequate knowledge 
of our duty, violate it, we incur, to the full, the 
guilt of our tranagression, 

Again, the guilt of violating a moral law must 
depend not only upon our knowledge, but upon our 
opportunities for the acquisition of knowledge. Two 
menu may both violate a law in ignorance, but the 
one may have bad every opportunity for aequiring 
a complete knowledge of his duty ; the other may 
have beeu deprived of all such opportunities what- 
over. ‘Their guilt, will, in these cases, be very dis- 
similar, Ile who refuses to be informed concern- 
ing his duty, is voluntarily ignorant. His ignorance 
is his own fault, and he is justly responsible for 
all the consequences of his own act. ‘The maxim 
lin law clearly applies to this case,—no man may 

take advantage of his own wrong ; in other words, 
no man may plead ignorance as an excuse, when 


| 





Mrs. Hirry Gooowin died in Marblehead, Nov. | 
17, aged 54 years, Sister Goodwin was born in 
this town, in 1790. When about twenty-five, she 
professed the religion of the Savior, and although 
she did not always, from that time, enjoy the favor | 
of God, yet, for a few of her last years, she was a 
devoted member of the Methodist Church in this 
place. 


ignorance rather than knowledge is his own de- 
| liberate choice. 
lam prepared to go farther than this. 


Knowl- 





She loved the means of grace. Her place | 
vacant, She felt a 

lively interest in the prosperity of the church. We | 
justly considered her one of our best members.— | 
ler last sickness was severe, but she was com- 
pletely resigned to the will of God. May her or- 
phan children be shielded by the Savior’s love, and 


in the class room was seldom 


pulsive to all my feelings of self-respect, that I in- 
|stinetively reject it. In this case the guilt of re- 


so commingled with error, and in a manner so re-| 
| 
jjecting knowledge of my 


may we all meet her in glory. 


Marblehead, Dec. 7 J. 8. J. Gawwiey jhad been presented to my understanding. 


| instance, I am an iustructer. 


Mrs. Russe, wile of Br. Walter Russel, 
in Ashburnham, Oct. 14, aged 43 years, 


died ciples. Suppose a stranger wishes to correct my 
Sister R. errors, aud introduces himself by stating as facts 
was a person of very great excellence of mind and) what | know to be exaggerations, and loading me 
heart, of character and life, useful in the various! with gross and offensive personal abuse. J know 


i than it would have heen if the same truth, upomixed | Every one sees that Dr. Sules. in the cause above al power lo effect their abolition. 
with error, and clothed in the charity of the gospel, | alluded to, could not, at the present time, send a) sentiment of the State is wicked, he is bound to Ia- 
For| harrel of rum to Africa in exchange for a buman! bor with his whole power to correct it. 


relations sustained in lite, faithful in ber providen-| that [ought to bear itealmly, and, carefully diserim- | 


tial work, and for eight years an ornament to our inating between the good and the bad, to use both | 


beloved Zion. It was truly edifying to ggcompany as a ineans of self-improvement. 


this firm disciple of the Lord Jesus to the border that | should be, at the best, prejudiced against | 


of the heavenly country, as the sweet angel of God | against such instructions, and that some 


kissed ber happy spirit away to the purity of the! 
heaven of love. Z. B.C. Dunnam. 
Dec. 12, 1844. 


place. LT grant that I should do wrong in allowing 


;my judgment to be biased by this abuse. 





'tne. It is his abuse that has rendered me unwilling 
‘to be convinced, when [ might have been convinced 
jon the instant, if be had treated me with Christian 


My ignorance is therefore the combined 


For Zion's Herald and Wesleyan Journal. 


DR. CLARK ON POPERY. 
Searsmont, Dec. 2, 
Mr. Editor:—In looking over the third 


courtesy. 
1S414. 
volume, | nehristian want of meekness. 


Whieh will bear the 


deeply impressed with the painful and dark picture | Jarger portion of it, can only be known when the | 


he gives of the Roman Catholics of Ireland; and as gecrets of all hearts are revealed. 
there is some waking up to their deep laid planus of I see not why these principles do not apply to 
wickedness, I should be glad to see the extract in \the present case. And hence, among those who, 
the Hereld, that the readers may see what we are) as | believe, in violation of right, hold human be- 
to expect from such a population flowing in upon | ings in bondage, there may be found every possi- 
us. He says ble gradation of yguiltiness. There may be many 
“I. The Roman Catholic population of Ireland is persons in our Southern States who have been 
in general in very great misery, and this is chiefly reared in the midst of slavery; who have uniformly 


occasioned not by any political incapacities under treated their slaves humanely; and who, having al- 


which they labor, but, First, through a bad creed, | ways seen the subject discussed in such a manner We live. 


I fear, however, | 


time | 
would elapse before this discrimination could take 


But it} 
is certainly as true that he did wrong in abusing | surely becomes every man who holds men in bon-| what degree they apply to the case of every separ- 


| pressed offensively, and has naturally produced ir- obtuse the conscience. 


of information, and the laws of the society to| 
while I testify against what seem to me their errors, | which he was obliged for the present to submit. 
I must receive as brethren, and [ delight to co-ope- I remark again that these modifications of the | 
rate with them in every good work, provided 1 so guilt of slavery can avail only where they exist. 
do it as not to imply any participation with what 1) A man who knowingly, or with the power ot know- 
believe to be wrong. ‘Towards the others, I enter- | ing, voluntarily does wrong, is guilty for the full) 
tain the same sentiments which I entertain towards | amount of that wrong; and, at the bar of God, he 
any other wicked and injurious men, I believe | must answer for it. The only plea in abatement of 
them to be not only doing wrong, but to be also ex- | guilt is that a man has not the means ol knowing 
ceeding guilty,—excluded by their guilt from all | better; or that it 1s physically out of his power to 
hope of salvation, unless they repent of this sin. | obey the precept. But while this abatement may 
Hence I can never approve of those appeals | be pleaded when it actually exists, it furnishes 
which treat all men at the South as though they | zround for no plea of abatement beyoud the precise 
were, in respect to slavery, under the same con- limits of its existence, If therefore a man allow 
demuation ; and whieh apply toall indiscriminately | that slavery is a violation of right, a violation of the 
epithets which certainly belong to no more than a law, “ Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself,” he- | 
part. Hence I consider much of the action of fore he ean plead that he is guiltless, he must show 
churches and associations at the North, as false in| that he has done, and is doing, every thing in his 
principle and uvebristian in practice. It affirms | power to discontinue and make reparation for the 
guilt of the action, instead of aflirming it of the | wrong. 
mind of the actor; henee it makes the act, at all! lu what I have said above, I have al- 
times and under all circumstances, of the same | luded to the course which a slaveholder might be 
guiltiness; and it uniformly attaches to an action supposed to pursue, and be innocent of the guilt of 


strongly and beautifully exbressed. Such men, 





Once more, 


edge of my duty may be offered to me, but offered | the worst motives, instead of ascribing to it as good slavery. I have, however, in these remarks, refer- 


motives as the circumstances will allow. /red only to his conduct as an individual. There re- 
I should also add, that the degree of guilt at-| mains yet to be considered his duty.as a member 


tendant upon a wrong action, wust be continually of society. — If the laws are wrong, he, as # mem- 


duty is obviously less| changing with the progress of lightand knowledge. ber of society, is bound to exert his full eonstitution- 


If the moral 


If his fel- 


In the discharge of; being, without being a very wicked man, Sixty or | low-citizeus oppress hin, le is called upon by every 
-my duties, | may unwittingly adopt unsound prin-, seventy years since he did it, and he was a very! seutiment of manliness, constitutionally to resist this 


good nan. It is much more difficult for a man at) oppression. If they oppress his fellow-men, he is 
the present time to hold his fellow-men in bondage, bound by every sentiment of philanthropy co defend 
and be guiltless, through ignorance, than it was) the oppressed and succor the down-trodden. Unless 
twenty years since, The whole civilized world has he do this, he cannot, as a member of the society, be 
heen agitated upor this question. Great Britain, tree from the guilt of the wrong which the socicts 
from a couviction of moral obligation, bas liberated perpetrates. There is, however, uo opportunity in 
her slaves at an expenditure of a hundred millions this letter to discuss this part of the subject. — It 
of dollars. The subject is producing fearful ex-| may present itself again, et a later period ef our in- 
citement throughout our whole country, and threat- quiry. 

evs us with evils which I dare scarcely contem-| In the above remarks, I have endeavored to illus- 
plate, and to which, in your letter, you have so el- trate the principles by which the personal guilt of 


oquently alluded. Under these circumstances, it; bolding a man in bondage may be modified. 


dage, to inquire whether he can be innocent in the rate individual, ean be known only to the Seareher 
sight of the Judge of the whole earth. If Jefferson | of hearts. You and I, however, my brother, believe 
trembled for his country when be remembered that. in the moral corruption of the human heart. We 
God is just, and declared that “in case of insurree- | have been taught by the Bible that men are by na- 


result of his unchristian want of kindness and my | tion the Almighty bas no attribute that ean take ture influenced by diretul passious and unholy lusts: 
The responsibility) part with us in such a contest,” surely it becomes a by an insane love of wealth and a reckless desire tor 


disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ to pause and re- power. 


We know, too, how universally these cor- 
flect. 


And besides, although this subject has been rupt affections darken the understanding and render 
Taking these truths into 
ritation, it should be borne in mind that anger in view, We may form some estimate of the propor- 
the bosom of a wise man is always short lived. It tion of cases, in which, on the above principles, the 
is time for us to abstract the truth from the cireum- holding of slaves does or does not involve guilti- 
stances that surround it, aud endeavor to uscertain |iness; and in how far insensibility to duty results 
our duty, each one for himself. from a want of knowledge, and in how fur it re- 
I will reter to one other condition, by whieh the sults from a selfish and sinful iudisposition to know 
You, 
It is, the law of the community in which | slavery in all its phases, can form, | presume, a 
I have already shown that such laws can | more correct judgment in this matter than myself. 


personal guilt of holding men in bondage may be the truth. who ure 


modified. 


well acquainted with 


which prevents the cultivation of their minds; for | that they have been instinctively repelled from it,, never affeet the right or wrong of an action, They Of one thing, however, there can be no doubt. So 


amongst the Roman Catholics education is greatly jaye never yet. deliberately it as a 


Slaves have been held by those 


investigated 
proscribed, and therefore, Secondly, they know) question of duty. 


nothing of the management of their own minds, | whom they most venerate amovg the dead, and by bid me to manumit a slave without giving to the power to remedy it. 


but become the tools of their priests, and thus, | those whom they most respect among the living. 


through their want of knowledge, they are easily | Jt js surprising to observe how long even a good and I may be unable to give such securities. 


misled, and through the strength of their passious | ynan, under such circumstances. miav continue in 
they are readily employed in acts the most desper- the practice of wrong, without even suspecting its 
ate and schemes the most Thirdly, | moral character. Of this fact the temperance 
having no education and no mental cultivation they | reformation las furnished a thousand remarkable 
are unacquainted with method, plan, or order; trom | jnstanees. A 


preposterous, 


few yeurs since, and many of our 


may however affect the guilt or innocence of the far us slavery is a wrong perpetrated by society, no 
actor. For instance, the law of the State may for- modification of cuilt can arise from the want of 
Tie power resides in the 
publie securities for his maintenance through life, society. They have placed themselves in’ their 
It present position in regard to slavery. They ean, 
may forbid me to manumit my slaves without re-| Wrenever they please, change that position, And for 
moving them out of the State, aud they may them- this guilt, every member of the society who has 
selves be unwilling to be removed, and may be un- not exerted his full constitutional power to remove 
able, young and old together, to support themselves it, must at the bar of God be held guilty. 


by labor in another climate. Or, the laws may be I am, my dear brother, yours with every senti- 


the grossness of their habits they will associate con most estimable citizens were acquiring their wealth of such a nature that I can only manumit them un- | ment of Christian affection, 


amore With their cattle, aud even with their swine. | by the manufacture and sale of spirituous liquors ; 


Fourthly, 1 have seen often all together in the! that is. they were acquiring wealth by means of to relentless bondage almost inevitable. 


same place, and eating together as creatures of the the wholesale destruction, both temporal and eter- 
same species; the pig himself stands by to have a) nal, of their tellow- en. Yet, strange as it may 
portion thrown to him while the family are devour- | seen), it never occurred to them that thev were 





der circumstances which would render their return The AcTHoR or THE Mora Science. 
I do not 
pretend to specify all the cases that may arise of 


this nature. In such circumstances as these, 1 can 
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really religious ; they will invoke you by the Holy my church, one of the most, conscientions men 1 The law, however, will not allow him to liberate than before; we learn to gaze and shudder not, for good husbandry—and why! For the reason two cone 
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may mean the guilt that attaches to the person 


fection 





nbove. 


doing the wrong. I endeavored alsoto show, that, 
taken in the first of these senses, slavery is, from | 
the very nature of the case, essentially a moral | 
evil,—that it is a violation of the rights of man, 
and a transgression of that law under which all 


the slave-trade exists I will not say without a par- | 
alell—but surely without many superiors in wick- 
edness. And who does not see that the interval 
between these extremes may be filled up with 
every gradation of guiltiness ? 





human beings are created, “Thou shalt love thy! 
neighbor as thyself;” and that the moral charac- | 
ter of the relation is the same, whether the master | 
be the captor er the purchaser of the slave; 
whether his power be upheld by his own individ- | 
ual prowess, or by the combined authority of so- | 
ciety. 

I proceed now to consider the second meaning 
of the assertion, slavery is, or is not a moral eyil. | 
We now mean by this assertion, that whoever | 
holds a fellow-man in bondage is or is not guilty | 
of sin. ‘To this assertion let us now direct our | 
attention. 

Supposing a moral law to exist, our guilt in vi- | 
olating it, as well as our virtue in obeying it, de- | 
pends in the first place upon our knowledge of its 
existence. If we have never known that such a 


And hence it is that I perceive, in reflecting on 
this subject, wide ground for the exercise of Chris- 
tian eharity. With a deep conviction of the uni- 
versal wrong of the act, I have very dissimilar 
views of the guilt of the actors. Some of them, 
with pain, | believe to be unjust, tyrannical and 
cruel,—in the face of knowledge, acting in utter 
disregard of the dearest rights of their fellow-men, 
Others, I rejoice to betieve, uphold this institution, 
in the belief that it is innocent, and exercise the 
power which they suppose themselves rightfully to 
possess with exemplary kindness, with paternal 
tenderness, aud with a religious care of the souls, 
as they believe, committed to their charge. 1 ean- 
not include these two classes in the same sweeping 
sentence of condemnation. In the one, though | 
see and lament their errors, I perceive the linea- 
ments of the Christian character, in many cases 





the existence of slavery under some circumstances | 


without moral guilt, proves that slavery under other 
circumstances is innocent; or that by the innocency 
of the one the guilt of the other is in the smallest 
diminished. I do, however, believe that we should 
look at the facts as they are, and instead of dealing 
in wholesale denunciation, until we can find a better 
rule, treat that man as a Christian in whom we ca 
recognize the spirit of Christ. 

While, however, I thus state the ¢ 
Christian charity, I hope that no one will su 
for a moment that I mean to extenuate the 
wrong of slavery. 


ppose 
moral 
Should a man enslave me or 
my family J should consider it the greatest wrong 
he could commit against us. It is just as ' 


greata 
wrong to enslave any other family as to enslave 


mine. Nor would the wrong rendered be less, but 


in fact greater, were he so to stupify and debase us 


that we were willing to subinit our whole nature, | 


physical, intellectual, and moral, to the will of a 
master, Still, were this done to me, I can conceive 
that the guilt of the oppressor might be and would 
he materially affected by his knowledge, his means 


rounds of 


might have been devoured! By their exertions, the 

obstacles thrown in their way by the native priest- 

hood were successively overcome, and the king, | 
together with his chiefs, at length abjured idolatry 

land became Christiaas, as did finally all the inhabit- | 
| ats of the four isles. The high-priest himself was: 
(one of the first converts. The missionaries have 

jsince heen employed in instructing the people, and 

{teaching them the arts of civilization, cultivation of’ 
ithe soil, &e. Trades have been taught, and work- | 
| shops for spinning and weaving established. Cot-| 
}ton abounds in the Archipelago. The hurricanes, | 
however, which are very common, commit great! 
| devastation, During one night in May, 1841, all the | 
| work-shops, houses, and churches, were destroyed | 
iby a storm of wind. The French paper from which 
these particulars are taken condemns the occupation 
of the Gambier Isles as a new source of expense, 
without any commensurate advantage being derived 
| to France. 





Remember God's eye is in every place, and his 
ear in every company. 
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